
 
 

 
Waterford Parks and Recreation Board Meeting 

Agenda 
Tuesday, November 14, 2023, 6:30PM 

Location: Recreation Center – Room 101, 5640 Williams Lake Road  
 

Action Required  Presenter  
 

1. Call meeting to order          Board Approval   Donna Kelley 
 

2. Additions/deletions to agenda. Approve agenda.    Board Approval   Donna Kelley 
 

3. Introduction of guests 
 

4. Receive and approve October 10, 2023 minutes.    Board Approval   Donna Kelley 
 

5. Reports 
a. Director’s Report          Informational    Alison Swanson 
b. Hess‐Hathaway Park          Informational    Kellianne Yarnall   
c. Golden Age Club          Informational       
d. Township Government          Informational    Mark Monohon  
e. Waterford School District         Informational    Rob Petrusha 
f. Drayton Plains Nature Center         Informational    Matthew Lawton   
 

6. Old Business 
 

7. New Business 
 

a. Parks & Recreation 5‐Year Master Plan Discussion and Survey Review 

i. Survey results from 2018 and 2023 reviewed 
ii. Goals for next 5‐years reviewed 
 

b.  Recommendation for 3‐Year Term Renewal for Donna Kelley 
i. Current term set to expire December 31, 2023  

 
c.   Recommendation for 3‐Year Term Renewal for Matthew Lawton  
       i.     Current term set to expires December 31, 2023   

 
d.   Recommendation for 3‐Year Term Renewal for Linda Zabik 

i.      Current term set to expires December 31, 2023   
 

8.         Round Table 
 

9.         Public Comments 
 

10.         Meeting Adjourned 
 

Next meeting:  Tuesday, December 12, 2023 
    6:30 p.m. 
    Recreation Center – Room 101 
    5640 Williams Lake Road 
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• Don't improve areas that are not used such as baseball diamonds, also be considered of functional 
use other than soccer fields   I prefer options to responsible take my c dog and nieces/ nephews to 
wLk and play, I don't have children in organized sports  

• Green Space, areas left natural. NOT Developed.  
• I would love to see the rec center and senior center combine to offer a more well rounded 

experience for our seniors. It would be lovely to also have playground equipment available for 
families like me to play while I parent I care for attends an event. Also, combining the ages offers 
such a wonderful opportunity of enrichment.   

• Improved public awareness and signage so that parks will be used more.   
• Indian Rupee Ngultrum  
• Low cost no cost  
• More community gatherings   
• More outdoor pickle ball courts (2) 
• None of it's going to raise taxes  
• Outdoor pool  
• Pickleball  
• Pickleball for beginner  
• Preschool/toddler programs outside of work hours  
• Pride celebrations, art fairs (not the old lady craft shows), more food truck events, secular events, 

sensory friendly events, festivals  
• Programs for Adults for making crafts   
• Promote these township parks.  I've living in Waterford for almost 2 years and knew of only two of 

the parks/facilities surveyed.    
• Safe walking paths   
• Skate park planning   
• Sledding hills, hiking paths,  a park like innovation in rochester  
• Swimming pool with better hours and indoor walking track  
• Tennis/pickleball courts  
• The township parks tend to have an emphasis on softball and soccer. Please expand to include 

popular sports such as kayaking, pickle ball and a sledding hill like at Bowers Farm, Bloomfield.   
• Wildlife observation blinds or areas for observation or photography  
• Wildlife rehabilitation courses  
• more day travel and overnight travel throughout state.  
• water rides 
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52.If there is a person with a disability in your family, please indicate which of the following would 
make the Waterford Township parks more user-friendly for you and your family member. Please check 
all that apply. 

 

Value  Percent 
Not applicable  54.4% 
Accessible restrooms  29.3% 
Paved/hard surfaced trails  25.5% 
Flatter, easier grades  23.9% 
Accessible waterfront access  21.6% 
Accessible parking  17.4% 
Accessible playgrounds  17.0% 
Other - Write In  2.7% 

 
Other - Write In  

• Adult changing tables in bathrooms  
• Avoid cobblestone, brick, anything that can eventually cause a lip in the pavement.   
• I do not have a disability, but paved trails would make a park trail more accessible for people with 

strollers and those with knee issues.   
• Unlock bathrooms  
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53.Would you support a dog park in Waterford Township? 

 

 

54.Would you support a new community center in Waterford Township to replace the existing 
Waterford Recreation Center (CAI Building)? 

 

Yes 
67%

No 
15%

No Opinion 
18%

Yes 
74%

No 
13%

No Opinion  
13%

Value  Percent Count 
Yes  66.7% 240 
No  15.0% 54 
No Opinion  18.3% 66 
  Totals 360 

Value  Percent Count 
Yes  73.5% 264 
No  13.1% 47 
No Opinion   13.4% 48 
  Totals 359 



59 

55.What do you like best about Waterford Township's Parks? 

Response  
• We have a great amount of Parks!!   
• Love the Rec Ctr and Golden Age Club programs. And travel programs   
• They are placed all around the township.  
• Their accessibility and the different amenities that they offer our residents.  
• Hess-Hathaway is awesome! Between the trails, the gazebo, the play area, the farm animals, 

pavilion and hay rides, it's the best park we have!     
• The staff I have had contact with are wonderful.  
• The abundance of old growth trees and the intimacy & shade they offer rather than clear cut open 

spaces. I strongly dislike clintonwood park and similar parks because there is no shade near the 
playground equipment.    

• That we have quite a few of them.   
• The people. The parks are not easily accessible. For example i bring a wagon with small kids and it 

is not easy to pull through narrow areas and on uneven ground  
• I like the amount of parks we have and the variety of wide variety of activities available between all 

of them.   
• They are usually cleaned and maintained. Most have at least a portapotty if not a restroom. Parking 

is usually decent  
• Seems friendly and well taken care of   
• I like the people that run them!   
• All parks are easily accessible   
• The people working for the parks are wonderful   
• Absolutely nothing. I came from Troy and they have Beautidul parks and community center. 

Waterford is run down and has nothing to offer.  Every community has pickleball courts except 
Waterford. Get on the band wagon if you have so many parks. Do something about it. And build a 
community/senior center to be proud of.  Waterford is a large community   

• The variety, can see farm animals at Hess Hathaway and other wildlife at Drayton Plains. Also the 
historical village at fish Hatchery  

• That there are many different options in close proximity of each other.  
• The variety of classes/ activities offered for my children.   
• Variety and affordability of programs.   
• Well maintained, nice features   
• how many there are  
• The variety of locations  
• The nature experiences and exposure to farm animals. Outdoor playgrounds and ball / soccer fields.   
• There are a lot of parks in this area. The township does a good job of maintaining them  
• Preserved natural space with low impact activities. The natural beauty of Waterford, the lakes, 

river, woods is what attracted many of us to live here.It sets Waterford apart from other suburbs. 
We shouldn't worry about developing the  large natural areas remaining.  

• I like the variety of the parks, and that most include the natural wild life/trails to explore  
• The natural beauty and wildlife   
• The ability to use them whenever at no cost.    
• There are many places to walk in the woods and enjoy nature, many play areas for children. the 

softball diamonds for community use.    Please consider pickle ball courts and new Rec center   
• Activities for youth  
• That we have so many.  That in a very urban area Waterford has township, county and state parks.  
• Waterford has so much to offer but it needs to bring in more of us that have some money to keep 

us to stay. Make Waterford have similar parks, events, programs as clarkston, bloomfield, Royal 
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oak, Rochester etc such a great area but we really do need more to keep people here and upgrade 
it a bit.   

• Free! Open dawn to dusk.   
• The way that the Parks Program provides access to our Township's amazing natural resources and 

historical places for recreation, education and community togetherness.  
• Accessibility and walking trails  
• Lots of them and generally clean. Need to put some Pickleball courts through out the township   
• I grew up in the township in the 50's. (Moved here in 1954) used the CIA for everything. The 

building is not accessible on the 2nd floor. The bathrooms are EXACTLY like they were at my ballet 
recital in 1957!  The main gym needs some serious repair.  I love Hess Hathaway park and Shell 
park. I don't use the others too much. I love the CIA but realize we probably need a new facility. It 
was "alive" in the 50's and 69's. I loved going there for the Fair every year. Dance classes, etc 
weight Watchers, a library extension, reasons to go there for something.   

• When you actually listen to the public and follow through with actions.  
• We have a lot of parks. I think they were great 40 years ago. I think they need updating   
• Their youth soccer and basketball programs  
• Great variety!!!  
• They are an excellent asset to the citizens.  
• Generally they are well maintained.  Some parks like Hess-Hathaway and Fish Hatchery are 

definitely more crown jewels of the system than others.  
• There are so many!    
• I love the walking trails and nature  
• Hess Hathaway   
• Many parks for everyone to enjoy.  
• Hess Hathaway is inclusive and fenced.   
• There's several to pick from, as a Waterford resident with a busy toddler. We enjoy Hess 

Hathaway the most  
• I like that they are free and they look maintained.   
• Lots of greenery and focus on nature  
• Being out in nature.  
• I think we have amazing park spaces.  I haven't been able to use them much recently due to 

mobility issues.  
• close  trails   
• The great variety of programming esp the concert series with ability to order food/adult beverages.  
• Easy access on the ones that I have used  
• Waterford parks and recreation department personnel   
• Kayaking and Nature  
• They are beautiful and plentiful.   
• Hess Hathaway is the only park my family really uses. I would like some new play equipment for 

older kids.  
• Generally well kept. Regular cleanliness is a big deal.  
• Lots of variety.  
• That there is offerings for all ages in the community.   
• Plentiful, although a couple mentioned in the survey, I didn't even know existed and I've lived in 

Waterford 54 years.  
• I like that we have so many acres designated for parks.  Waterford is a beautiful area.  
• That we have an abundance of parks and they are used by families   
• Access, beauty, utility, and are well maintained.  
• Playgrounds and close to home.   
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• Really enjoy Hess Hathaway. It offers such different activities for our kids and makes a great option 
for a quick break from our routine.   

• I'm very happy with Waterford's parks, my kids have loved playing and doing camps at Hess, 
playing baseball w/ Parks & Rec and w/ WCA on many of the fields, exploring the Fish Hatchery 
and Historic buildings and exploring the Nature Center. As they have gotten older, we would like to 
hike more and I'm just learning about some parks in this survey that I didn't know existed!  

• variety of parks and services  
• The beauty and the nature   
• Hess Hathaway!!!!!  
• There are a variety and they are geographically diverse.   
• The number of parks in the township.  
• The trails at Hess-Hathaway are gorgeous, and we also love the farm. My family also loves the 

Nature Center.   
• All the water. We are very blessed. Most of our areas are built up enough just need a little 

maintenance or face lifts.   
• it is very close and my daughter likes to go there, while i take a break.  
• The parks my family uses are very nice.   
• i hate to admit this, but i rarely use the parks, when our kids were younger - primarily the soccer 

fields.    
• They bring the community together. Our kids NEED sports programs. Give them something to do! 

Keep them out of trouble.   
• We have the best Parks and Rec department programming around. I wish the new building would 

have been approved. I would totally support it again.    
• Drayton plains nature center  
• I like the variety of the parks and what they offer.   
• The Waterford Township areas are great for out  
• Variety   
• Overall, you do an amazingly good job with all the parks we offer.  The CAI building has just 

outworn its usefulness.  
• Facilities are great.  Employees are very helpful.  
• I like walking and enjoying nature.  
• There seem to be many of them, most I didn't know existed, so the variety seems to be good.   
• I didn't know 1/2 of these parks existed, sell them and put the money towards amenities that 

Rochester, Birmingham, Royal Oak, Lake Orion and Clarkston already have.  I drive to all these cities 
to play Pickleball and ride my bike, then I stop for lunch and shop at all these cities.  If it weren't for 
the lake I live on, I would not live in Waterford.  There is nothing nice about Waterford, why would 
anyone come here!  Sorry to be so negative, even more sorry that it's true.  

• The amount of nature and untouched area. To me, a park is not baseball diamonds or soccer fields, 
it is nature. That's why I live in Waterford, and not Troy or Rochester. They've used up every 
available piece of land, and have no respect for nature.  

• Nothing   
• Why don't we use the closing OCC land? I think they are not used well, don't waste money on 

unsupported services.  I've seen improvements at rotary park and know fields are growing grass in 
them, so don't waste my tax dollars and have them crumble  

• We are close to so many parks, great walking trails and picnic areas for family time.  
• The community outreach  
• A great place to get together with little ones. Feels safe and clean  
• Love the nature and the different kind of parks we have  
• accessibility.  
• We enjoy the playgrounds and nature trails!  
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• The variety of activities that are at most of them.   
• Low to no cost to bring my family  
• Terrible. We pay so much in property taxes and have nothing to show for it in the parks and Rec 

aspect. Please take notes from independence and Orion   
• Lots of them   
• A variety of places to visit and experience.   
• I use the hiking trails.  
• Open spaces, quiet and full of nature   
• I like that there is plenty of areas to play. We have so many parks and that's awesome!   
• Fun to go and watch games, eat at the concession stand. Good walk.  
• I had no idea most of these existed. I'd love to see these parks advertised more. Perhaps 

compartmentalizing them (i.e sports, nature, history, bicycle-friendly, playground, water/beach, 
picnic, etc).   

• We like the close proximity to our home with Drayton Plain Nature Center and Fish Hatchery Park.  
We like opportunities to explore nature and play outside.  

• Variety   
• That there are many to choose from and they all offer something different to see and do.  
• Appreciate walking/biking trail and paths.  Need improved mountain bike trails.  Pontiac Lake rec 

area has not seen improvements to trails in years outside of trimming.  Community needs safe trails 
not just bike paths.  

• Their beauty! Waterford parks are among the best parks in the country. Nothing can beat the 
water, nature, and sense of community. And the wildlife!!!   

• Clean and quiet   
• We love Hess Hathaway   
• There is always something to do and they are there for kids to enjoy   
• Nature!  
• I love the access to nature without having to drive out of town  
• Access to the river  
• Accessible    
• During the pandemic they offered a space we could get out and explore with our children. I've lived 

in Waterford most of my life and while I haven't been to many of them as an adult, I have fond 
memories playing softball on many of the fields. Now a mom with two children the only places that 
really work for our family are Drayton Plains, Hess Hathaway & the Hatchery. We'd love to see a 
space with more kid friendly equipment, nature programs, camps, dog park, music events, 
bathrooms are a huge plus and one reason Drayton Plains is hard for our family - the porta potty is 
fine but not ideal for potty training kiddos.   We love it here and know there's a lot of potential to 
make these spaces even better.   

• The variety of amenities and the amount of parks we have. I like how some are more developed and 
some are not, so nature is preserved.   

• Preservation of some natural areas, not trying to turn every location into a busy one.  
• That we continue to preserve the beautiful natural areas that we share with other living creatures.  
• Gets people out of their house to do things.  
• Availability and walking trails and restrooms   
• The variety and locations  
• I love Hess Hathaway as it accommodates so many children, it's free with great programming.   
• There's a great diversity of wildlife in many quiet, secluded areas   
• We have a terrific variety.  
• Easy access   
• There is many parks.  
• Community Events  
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• The variety of settings  
• Nature. Stop fucking destroying it.  Assholes.   
• I like the variety of parks we have and the natural look  
• Outdoor space  
• The green space and the lakes.   
• That there are many i did not know about and I would like to explore. We have lived here only a 

few years   
• The variety of locations and amenities.   
• How many we have. Wish they would be updated   
• Lots of parks with a wide variety of facilities to use.  
• Nature, animals, walking trails. The playground at Hess Hathaway is great.  
• There are a variety of parks!  Wish the parks had more variety in play structures.  A dog park would 

be great at Rotary Park!   
• Openness, not crowded, not trashed  
• The trees ���� ����   
• There are options, choices of where you can go  
• I honestly and truly did not realize there were so many undeveloped/rugged plots of land there are. 

Leave most alone and let it be land. Toss some picnic tables and benches there and it's the best run 
around area for a 2 year old. Maybe just make the area more obvious, maybe put the parking lot at 
the front. Or a huge sign.   

• CAI building and property has so much potential - lots of neighborhoods could utilize and walk to 
this property - be nice to add more outdoor activity structures - all parks should have some type of 
play equipment, playgrounds are where new families meet other families in their family....and if they 
can stroller/wagon their kids there huge incentive - could also bring the fair back for township 
revenue  

• The parks all have nice views and are easy to find.   
• Quantity of parks and the decent upkeep.  
• They all need better care of the lawn, appearance, make them look nice!!   
• I like that we have a lot of parks but feel that they do not offer much.  More tennis and pickleball 

courts would be great and restrooms.  Also a paved walking or rollerblading path at Hess 
Hathaway would be awesome!  Also new bathrooms at Hess  

• They're beautiful! Just need a little updating.   
• I was not aware of all the parks in Waterford, but I love going to the ones I know about, We are 

bike riders.  I do like the few little free libraries that are scattered about.  I like seeing my neighbors 
at the parks.    

• Well maintained, clean, well run  
• Like that Hess us free to use.  
• I didn't know we had so many more information about it to local girl and boys scout troops and 

elementary schools for programs and service projects. They could adopt a park for regular clean 
ups and improvements   

• Variety and availability.  The nature center is a gem!  
• Water access  
• Close to neighborhoods  
• Their potential. The reality is a disaster.   
• The views, the cleanliness  
• Township does not feel like a community. Planning is horrible. Reduce wages of board and put 

some money into these parks to better our community rather than always relying on residents to 
fund everything. Sports are expensive and not affordable to low income families. Require school to 
open access to both pools with affordable swimming and in gym activities   

• They are beautiful!   
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• It's a mixture of country life and sports recreation  
• Good variety of parks & facilities. We need a new rec center but not as elaborate as first proposal.  
• Attention is paid!!  
• The number and variety of them!  
• For the most part, I think the majority of the parks are well maintained, clean and safe but I do think 

that upgrades are needed for accessibility for people with disabilities, especially mobility issues. I 
think that Waterford Parks have a little something for everybody to enjoy at no cost.  

• The quantity of parks, but we use Hess Hathaway the most because of its trails, play structure and 
community events.   

• More clear PR. Where are the parks? What do they offer? Show us pictures. More walking trails, 
indoor and outdoor. More modern bathrooms.   

• That we have so many   
• The rustic and undeveloped ones   
• I've enjoyed the trails  but I've only been to a couple. Didn't realize there were so many. Maybe 

something online that you can search all the parks for various options without have to look at each 
place separately.  

• Honestly, my family only really frequents Hess-Hathaway. We like it for the variety of programs 
and amenities, great playground, and farm.  

• Beautiful outdoor space. Outdoor activities, concerts programs etc.   
• I like that many are close to where i live. 
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56.What one thing would you do to improve Waterford Township's Parks? 
Response  

• Cannot think of anything at this time.  
• Better proactive maintenance  
• I'd love some of our other parks to rival Hess-Hathaway in offerings. We have enough visitors to 

have two or three parks of this size offering more amenities like a dog park, skate park, splash pad, 
and playground equipment.   

• Hold annual event at each park to allow and encourage residents to become familiar with them, 
especially senior events.  Dog park at Waterford Oaks county park at county tax fund expense.  
New Community center would depend on cost.  Need more coordination with Senior events 
between P&R Recreation Center and the Senior Center.  Taxes are too high now and the never 
ending additional special taxes that keep getting added on are insane.  

• Build a park like Dow gardens that would bring people in from other communities.  A nature 
focused playground, a community center to include the rec center & senior center, a place for the 
whole family to join together. A place like Innovation park in Rochester is nice but they cleared so 
much wooded space and lost what cannot be replaced for another 20 years because of it. Please 
don't lose the old growth we have here in Waterford. Capture our natural resources of wooded 
areas and water.   

• Improve and update lots of the equipment and facilities. I have a toddler and would love to feel 
more comfortable as he gets older to participate at events at the variety of parks   

• Add playgrounds. Siblings get bored watching the games. Playgrounds get kids playing with each 
other   

• New Rec Center Building and continue t protect and take care of our outdoor spaces.   
• Improve handicap accessibility, add restrooms where there are none, add drinking fountains where 

there are none. Improve fishing areas and canoe launches to promote continuous use of these 
outdoor activities.  Add concession stands or at least vending machines if no staff for a concession.  
Maybe add a splash pad for kids or a dog park, I know alot of other communities have these 
amenities and are probably going elsewhere to use them.   

• Bathrooms needed for all areas   Drinking fountains   Maintenance of soccer fields   
• Put playgrounds at the ball fields that way siblings of kids that are playing can have something to 

do.   
• Better restrooms  
• More community access, enjoyable spaces, that aren't so heavily focused on sports.  
• Make the site information more known. I didn't know of half that were asked about  
• Pickleball courts  
• I know about some of the bigger parks I however didn't know about some of the smaller ones. I'd 

not heard of them before. Maybe reintroduce some of the smaller parks on your social media or 
other advertisement  

• Update the ball fields and build an actually rec center  
• Get the township to increase budget so improvements can be made.   
• Update paradise peninsula park.   
• improve existing structures repair crumbling infrastructure and show a sense of pride in the 

community  
• I have lived in Waterford for 38 years- raised my kids here, now my grandchildren. Need to do 

more to promote the parks and make citizens aware of them. Also desperately need a walkway to 
Dodge Park #4. Dangerous. Help with making that happen.   

• Splash pad at Hess Hathaway park  
• Bathroom facilities rather than outhouses   
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• Update the programming to include a wide variety of ages and abilities, adopt a Waterford parks 
are for everyone mentality, go beyond a model from 40 years ago when Waterford Parks had an 
emphasis on softball and soccer.   

• Mostly just updated to be more accessible and accommodating  
• Better building maintenance and amenities   
• I already answered, but pickle ball courts #1  
• Need new rec center   
• Fences around all playgrounds.  
• More signage at times for parking/trails. Better advertisement for upcoming park events   
• Improve appearance of entrances on heavily travelled roads to include attractive signage.  
• Better signs and trail markers  
• Add lots of Pickleball courts throughout the township   
• Build new civic center building. I believe it would highly increase the community involvement in 

programs offered at the civic center.   
• More baby swings, splash pads  
• I'm being selfish, but better accessibility for handicap people and Better baseball diamonds and 

more usage of them. Some appear to bring "saved" for something but can't figure out what.   
• Don't add a dog park we don't need it and would rather have the funding go for existing parks like 

Drayton plains. There's plenty of other dog parks and places for dogs around.  
• Variety- disc Golf- splash pad- skate park. Walking biking paths.   
• More art / cooking programs and running programs for kids and adults  
• NEW BUILDING FOR EVENTS !!!  
• I really feel that we need a newer modern rec center.  CAI is ok but definitely passed its prime.  This 

community deserves a nicer facility,  however I know this isn't the departments fault, the voters 
rejected a previous ballot initiative.  

• More adult programs that are in the evenings   
• They are not well maintained, appear dumpy, and don't have a lot of recreational activities for 

adults. I haven't found a single tennis court or pickle all court. Basketball would also be nice. And 
more playgrounds/ splash pads. Currently go to west Bloomfield for their nice parks unless I'm just 
going for a short hike.   

• More playgrounds  
• Promote them  Send flyers out with tax statements Have aFB page for all of Waterford Parks and 

Rec  
• General upkeep of buildings  
• More kids activities and events throughout the year.   
• New community center.  
• More walking trails!   
• Hess Hathaway is really the only playground that isn't just the boring same out stuff everywhere. 

I'd really love to see another playground on the opposite side of the township that is designed with 
inclusion and special needs children and safety in mind. The unique and cleaver designed 
playground that is built into the natural landscape at Innovation Hills in Rochester is top notch 
playground and it would be amazing to bring something unique and inclusive to our community, 
even if in a smaller scale.   

• Children's activities after 5pm would be great! We miss a lot of the ones geared towards toddlers, 
as we're both working parents & our toddler is in daycare during the day.   

• add dog park  
• I would add play structures for young kids but I understand that they would require maintenance an 

it might not be in the budget. It was sad when the playground equipment left Optimus park (I think 
that is the name. The one across from the crescent lake boat launch.).   

• Add bathroom buildings and drinking stations. Mark walking paths better  
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• Upkeep on play structures and more free events  
• toilets  
• Just keep modernizing aging facilities, add more rain gardens & native plants, and add more 

pickleball courts.  
• Tear down the old CAI building and build a new recreation center that kids and teens would 

actually want to go to. There are few places where children/teens can go after school/weekends to 
play basketball with their friends. The indoor court is mainly for smaller children, and it is falling 
apart. One of the basketball games was even canceled due to building issues. This reflects very 
poorly on our city.  

• More pickelball courts  
• Make it easier to find out what they have.  There are several with canoe/kayak access that we did 

not know about.  
• I would improve the waterford Riverwalk.   
• Play equipment! For young kids and for older kids. We go to Oakland county parks and the metro 

parks. They have splash pads, larger play equipment, other outdoor activities such as soccer golf, 
putt putt, swimming pools, etc. I didn't even know of a few of the parks mentioned because they 
just seem to have walking trails. Most of the parks are either soccer or baseball. More older kids 
classes would be nice, other than sports. More adult classes would be nice. I like the Mexican 
cooking class that was introduced. However, the time for the class doesn't workout. But I like the 
idea!  

• Pay attention to trends/cultural changes. When there is something new that is catching on but it is 
not available in Waterford, it kind of lets the locals down and they have to leave their town to 
participate. From types of playground equipment to kayak rentals or even entire facilities like a 
skatepark or splash park. These are significant to the local families who when they get the time 
leave Waterford to go somewhere else that has them.   Also I asking paths to get to parks!!! It is 
incredibly appealing to home buyers and so convenient to be able to access a park by walking or 
bike ride rather then getting in a car.  

• Dog parks, more benches.  
• I would like to see more play equipment in the area.  Hess-Hathaway is the only "good" place to 

take the kids to play.  I played softball for several years and there was not much for my kids to do 
while I played, swings and a slide at Shell and Optimist, for example.  I liked taking them with me 
however they were soon bored.  

• Improved access to lakes   
• Splash pads!! A planetarium. Night time observatory place with telescopes. Reptile petting zoo.   
• My son participated in the baseball league last summer and the park we were at (in a 

neighborhood?) felt ignored.  
• I would like to see more playground equipment at the other parks. Hess is fantastic but it would be 

great to have more options. Also, water fountains would really be nice!  
• We live in a beautiful community but our parks system does not reflect that at this time  
• They aren't branded to feel like they are all part of the same community.   
• Add playgrounds to more parks.  I feel there are lots of parks with baseball, softball, soccer fields 

but not many parks have playground equipment.  Hess-hathaway is on the far side of the township, 
Rotary park is nice but small.    There are lots of parks close to my house but none have amenities 
that benefit me and my kids.  They only have ball fields.   Also, walking paths around the parks so 
people who live close can walk to the parks.   

• New Rec Center w/more basketball courts   
• More trash cans and regular pickup especially at the canoe sites. Bathroom/ porta potty would be 

great too!!   
• Maintain entryways and roadways especially after rain.   
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• Put a gate at the Fish Hatchery...protect the buildings...people drive in there all night. Nothing good 
is happening in a park at 2a .  

• more variety of things you could do there  
• I have lived in the community for 26 years and didn't even know some of the parks existed existed. I 

think educating the community on some of these little-known parks would be helpful. Maybe 
highlighting them with community events throughout the year?  

• i know there is a social media presence, but if you do not follow the parks or are not connected to a 
community page, you may miss notices of activities.  i know it costs $$, but a monthly or quarterly 
mailing may help.  I like the number of parks, but I don't know the usage among the township 
residents.  if some parks were sold, would less parks be better and the budget can be more 
focused?  Also, most of the parks seem to be baseball/softball focused - what is the trend for these 
sports?  can these parks be repurposed?  Also, pickle ball is a must, the fastest growing sport and 
Waterford is way behind.  

• Redo the CAI building completely.  Add some interactive things on the trails to keep us busy while 
exploring.  

• Paved trails and more programming!   
• Would really like to have: 1) Splash pad for kids. Since we do not have a community pool, this 

would be a huge benefit to the community. I would even be supportive of paying a parking fee or 
purchasing tickets (as they do for the one in Farmington Hills) online as long as the cost is within 
reason. The cost of the Wave Pool (at $16 for residents) is getting very expensive and w/out 
having a slide or anything for pre-teens/teens , and never having any concessions open, it's not 
worth the expense.   2) Pickleball courts (with a way to reserve them online depending on the 
popularity). This is becoming a popular sport for all ages.    3) It would be great to have a dog park, 
but this is lower on my list. There is a dog "park" at Pontiac Lake Recreation (which only a large 
field), but you can walk your dogs on the trails there.   4) I'd like to see things that teens like to do - 
basketball courts is one idea.  5) I'm also in favor of having shaded areas at the parks for lounging 
and picnic areas, as well as options for recycling near the trash cans.   

• make sure that there are restroom av  
• Promoting all the parks - I didn't know there were so many. Keep handicap accessible in the 

forefront when planning.  
• New facility like Farmington or Auburn Hills…perhaps at the OCC Highland campus  
• Add a bike trail.  
• Just more of the same.  I think you are doing a great job!  
• Modernization of key elements (pavilions, restrooms and other facilities).  
• more wheelchair accessible areas, especially at sporting events.  
• Better maintenance and hours in some parks. Signage and access.   
• Marion Park needs a lot of work, I can't say much for the rest.  
• Splash pad, dog park, we need things to keep our kids busy and stop losing residents. There is no 

sense of community here  
• put in Pickleball courts  
• Restrooms at more parks.   
• Leave all the existing trees and trails alone. The only exception would be for the creation of a dog 

park.    
• New CIA building  
• More general uses other than soccer, I have pets and I am responsible, do not add thing a which 

will not be used or create problems for ex in pontiac state park ,so much land and dog park ,small 
fenced in yard in close to full sun, not safe for dogs or owners,  Also let's be conscious of crumbling 
roads in neighborhoods, with an unrealistic solution proposed,  it does not make waterford very 
attractive, yet township signs are replaced and civic center area kept up to date, last time I checked 
no residents live there  
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• Youth in our area have nothing to do  
• More nature walking trails   
• GET A NEW REC CENTER   
• More pay to get in type of events to benefit the area and the parks  
• Better playgrounds, updated   
• Advertising of programs that these parks can offer   
• maintenance and signage, and programs.  
• Our baseball and softball fields need improvement and would bring in more teams and help bring in 

more money by adding concessions better bathrooms or bathrooms at all not unmanaged porter 
potties or locked bathrooms   

• Improved bathrooms   
• Most of them need major updates and better, regular maintenance  
• Build a new parks and Rec building, community pool, nicer fields with better facilities. We need 

something similar to Clintonwood   
• More advertising. I hadn't heard of half of these properties   
• Bathrooms!   
• Pickleball courts   
• I wish the parks (or at least part) were more toddler/preschool friendly. (Example the play structure 

at the entrance of marshbank park in West Bloomfield)   I also wish there was more young family 
programming that was friendly to working parent schedules.   

• Fix the fencing. So many people destroy them, so sick of seeing that.    
• Better signage with a distinct look. These seem to be scattered all over, but didn't know about 2/3 

of them. Each park has a purpose and would appeal to different people, I'd love to see more people 
enjoying our green spaces.   

• Better up keep on equipment and existing building.  
• Pickle ball   
• Improve existing trails and bridges and more restrooms   
• Improve the lighting for early evening.  
• Keep the BMX park and allow for improvements.  It is a gem for the kids in the community and the 

beginner league program is a jewel in our crown of parks.  
• Better fishing peirs or spots to fish from shore   
• Share park info with residents. Well labeled hiking trails.   
• Some are not as maintained as others. Just because I'm in a wheelchair, doesn't mean I can't play 

with my kids. Now a days play structures are made to be all inclusive... sadly some of ours are very 
outdated. The paths also can be impossible to wheel yourself down. Some have loose gravel that 
you get stuck in like mud.   

• Improved rest rooms and trails where available   
• We need a motorsports park  
• Restrooms mindful of toddlers and babies. More changing tables and step stools so that toddlers 

could reach while washing their hands.   
• More open hours and trails   
• A dog park- but it should be a nice one closer to Orion Oaks with woods and open areas where 

humans can enjoy too, not just a small fenced in rectangle of dirt like some other dog parks.  
• Lives here 30  years and didn't know we had all of these parks. Need to advertise this more by 

having things at these parks. Familiar with Hess bc I live near it- also bc it is hard to miss and has 
had so many upgrades   

• Upgrade the ball fields  
• More free senior fitness classes  
• Handicap accessible   
• Promoting camps & nature programs for students and adults   
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• Need community building with pool and splash pad   
• Have sledding hills since the one behind Kettering looks like they closed it off.  Better bathrooms at 

the parks.  
• More playgrounds  
• Clean pickleball courts  
• More playgrounds/spaces for kids  
• Keep the paths maintained  
• I am not sure, more nature programs or community programs would be nice  
• Add and improve signage   
• Maintain playground at Hess Hathaway better. Dog parks. Walking trail.   
• Newer and improved parks  
• Paved trails and wish the wave pool would return. But is that Oakland County control.  
• Parking and play structures at more parks   
• Things to do, concerts, events, disc golf. Also, the township needs to advertise with huge banners.   
• Upgrade the trails and pathways and add better parking.  Improved signage too.  Oops, sorry that 

was three items, but I wrote them in order of preference.  
• Have more outdoor concerts during the summer. Utilize them more in the winter- sledding 

snowshoeing, lighted area with concessions/hot chocolate. Celebrate winter holidays at Hess 
Hathaway.   Just a note- when OCC closes, do not sell that space for housing. Keep it green with a 
larger park that can be used for marathons, splash pad, bike path, etc.  

• Don't be afraid to use available money and grants to improve our facilities.   
• Add Green Space, areas left natural. Not developed.  
• I had no idea that most of these parks even existed. To my knowledge, there are no parks north of 

hatchery Rd., and our finest park, has Hathaway, is on the southern tip of the township, making it 
almost a half hour drive for those that live at the north end. I would really like to see parks where 
community can gather, and where community events occur on a much more regular basis.   

• I would get rid of the township board and get people who care.   
• Tie them all together with navigable pathways for walking/hiking/biking and even navigating the 

Clinton River better  
• We don't have a downtown, we need events to bring residents together.  
• More biking trails connecting between main roads or around lakes   
• More walking trails   
• Make the rent affordable for residents. The rental rates are outrageous. The warming house rental 

rate is ridiculous. This is Waterford for goodness sake.   
• Build a true Community Center!  
• Update restroom facilities and organize parking  
• Improve/maintain the softball/baseball fields better.  
• Pickleball courts, playgrounds/splash pads  
• Is there a way to reduce the goose droppings? We also visit Marsh Bank Park in West Bloomfield 

and it doesn't seem to be an issue there.   
• I think all playgrounds should be fenced in. Adding more trees in those areas would be a great way 

to add shade and nature to an area  
• More play structures and more variety in play structures.   
• Make ppl more aware (signage), parks on here I didn't know about and I've lived here over ten years  
• Pickleball courts   
• Bridges at Drayton plains nature walk where it floods .    
• Bike and walking trails throughout the township connecting the various parks that include signage 

and maps at various locations along the trails.  
• Bathrooms and improved maintenance  
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• Maybe the Waterford parks can pick up where independence Twp made a mistake. Build a new 
wooden bay court park. There was so much uproar about them tearing that park down. I still 
cannot believe it's gone.   

• Publicize the parks more - and Twp activities period - my residence up north sends a list of 
activities in our tax bill which is a nice feature and helps us stay in the know  

• Parking seems to be an issue at most parks. If we could get paved lots I think that would improve 
the parking situation.   

• Invest in ball fields  
• Update all playground equipment, walking/ bike paths would be a huge plus! Make the lawn care 

look appealing   
• Have them offer more amenities to the community.  We have 34 lakes, let's promote water 

activities and tennis/pickleball   
• A new or an updated Recreation or Community building!  
• bike paths   
• Interconnection via greenways so you can bike or run or ride between them all.  
• Publish more info on the parks.  
• The rental process is hard and antiquated I should be able to book online and they are way too 

expensive. I spent 2 months calling and missing calls about a pavilion rental last year. We won't be 
using waterford County facilities this year because of all the trouble  

• Increase staffing to provide more upkeep and address needs.  
• Equipment updates. We have a lot of young children and they need a nice place to play within our 

community and not have to go to neighboring cities.   
• Dog Park, but also awareness. I had no idea many of these parks existed.  
• Water fountains  
• Modernize several of them and add security!  
• Add restrooms and upgrade or add play equipment. Also better parking   
• Improve parking situations, add more child friendly playground equipment especially for handicap 

children, add more recreational programs  
• Modernize them to draw residents which will hopefully improve the neighborhoods. Ordinance 

enforcement is POOR. The neighborhoods are looking like crap because of the lack of enforcement. 
I have lived here my entire life and we are starting to look like Pontiac  

• Bathrooms and more play structures. It would be cool to see ice skating, splash pads and more 
opportunities to use the fire pit at the warming house.  

• Find the right place and budget for the new Senior center  
• New rec center  
• Periodic upgrades and improvements on a gradual basis!  
• Weed control Maintain trees Maintain fields better Walkways for handicap  
• New community center with outdoor pickle ball courts.  
• Add more play structures. Would also support a dog park, more nature/hiking trails and fishing 

access.  
• Add a dog park, a splash pad, improved play structures and restrooms. Many of the surrounding 

communities, Rochester, auburn hills and Clarkston all have parks that attract people from outside 
of their community.   

• More walking options for indoor walking  
• That all people can use them  
• Buy the OCC property on Cooley Lake Rd and turn it into a large civic center, outdoor walking and 

cross country ski area, add a dog park there, create an archery area, the uses could be many   
• Better trail markings for hiking  
• More well-kept playgrounds, trails, and places for families aside from ball fields. We end up going 

to Clarkston or Lake Orion more often than not.  
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• I didn't know some of these parks existed. Maybe email information about the special features of 
each park occasionally,.  

• How to access the ones near me--Clinton River South and Elizabrth Lake Woods. In the case of the 
latter, walking trails. I saw none on either side of river. Re. former, I can't find entrance.  

• Hess Hathaway seems to get all the attention. We need to spread out activities to other parks and 
areas. If we could build new center on Williams Lk rd, it would be great for outdoor courts, pickle 
bell, tennis, etc. instead of everything being at Hess  

• Adequate plumbing for restrooms and paved parking.  Put in a splash pad somewhere, although 
my kids are too old now for one of those, I know other families would love something like this!  I 
would have definitely taken my kids if Waterford had one.  I often went to Clarkston's Clintonville 
Park for their splash pad (so nice!) even though I paid a non-resident fee.  Indian Springs's splash 
pad is not very fun or updated so I never went back to theirs. 
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• Lack of indoor and outdoor pickleball courts  
• Lack of paved trails or any trails.  
• Lack of pickleball courts  
• Lack of play areas  
• Lack of playgrounds and sidewalks leading to parks  
• Many seem to exist only for specific purposes ie youth sports. Also would like to bring my dog to 

parks  
• Me  
• Mobility issues  
• Most Waterford parks are not relevant to those of us who enjoy activities such as kayaking, hiking 

in nature on well groomed/paved trails or taking kids to a sledding hills like at Marshbank Park or 
Bowers Farm. Pickle Ball is a growing sport, which doesn't take much land.  

• No book to refer to  
• No dog parks so I go to Orion Oaks.  These parks have no historical content such as statues and 

monuments. These parks are rec related and not something like a botanical or Japanese garden to 
appreciate the beauty and relax and read a good book.  

• No open restrooms, always locked or disgusting porta-potty  
• No real issues  
• No restroom  
• No sidewalk leading to parks, can't safely walk or ride bike to get there  
• Not sure where they all are and lack of activities to do.   
• Only interested in senior programs  
• Rental procedures   
• The activities are horrible. They draw a repulsive crowd.   
• The current condition of the parks make me not want to visit   
• There needs to be something for tweens especially for the summer. Unless involved in a specific 

travel sport, there just isn't any place for them to go. Also independence parks has a great summer 
program for ages 5-14. My grandsons need something in the township and there just isn't anything 
for them.   

• activities for teens  
• concern for safety when alone  
• knit/Crochet located on 2nd flr  
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Waterford Township Recreation Plan 

Online Survey Report 
 
 
Response Statistics 

• Survey available from July 2, 2018 to August 20, 2018 

• 732 total responses  
 
 

 

1.Which of the following Waterford Township Parks have you visited in the past year? 
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Value  Percent  

Waterford Recreation Center (CAI Building)  55.7%  

Civic Center Soccer Fields  24.6%  

Clinton River Canoe Site  10.4%  

Clinton River South  2.0%  

Drayton Plains Nature Center  35.4%  

Elizabeth Lake Woods Park  3.6%  

Fish Hatchery Park  29.7%  

Herrington Park  12.7%  

Hess-Hathaway Park  72.9%  

Lions Park  7.2%  

Maceday Lake Park  4.1%  

Marion Street Park  2.1%  

Optimist Park  18.4%  

Rotary Park  20.4%  

Shell Park  17.2%  

Warming House (on the Civic Center Campus)  20.5%  

 
 

2.Please evaluate the following aspects of the Waterford Recreation Center (CAI Building). 

  Very Good Good Neutral Poor Very Poor Don't Know Responses 

Safety and Security  20.8% 31.9% 18.0% 3.5% 1.7% 24.1% 573 

Variety of 
Programs/Amenities  

21.5% 39.8% 13.0% 3.3% 1.2% 21.1% 568 

Maintenance and 
Appearance  

11.8% 24.3% 23.2% 16.7% 6.7% 17.3% 568 

Handicap Accessibility  12.6% 22.7% 18.1% 4.8% 1.2% 40.7% 565 

Hours of Operation  16.4% 32.8% 17.3% 2.8% 0.5% 30.2% 567 
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3.What amenities would you like to see added or improved at the Waterford Recreation Center 

(CAI Building)? Please check all that apply. 

 

Value  Percent  

Walking Paths/Trails  48.3%  

Indoor Fitness Course  40.6%  

Outdoor Play Equipment  36.8%  

Outdoor Fitness Course  31.0%  

Fitness Equipment  27.6%  

Updated Pavilion  26.9%  

Picnic Area  25.9%  

Outdoor Recreation Courts  24.8%  

Multi-purpose fields  21.4%  

Basketball Courts  19.2%  

Tennis/Pickleball Courts  17.5%  

Other - Write In  13.2%  

Shuffleboard  11.5%  

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above  7.5%  
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Other - Write In  

"Clubhouse" room for adults with special needs.  

Air-conditioned building   

Air conditioning  

An indoor gardening venue for winter gardening like Parks and Rec used to have  

Area around baseball field is in rough condition with many poisonous plants that are not safe for children!   

Art studios with open sessions. More painting type classes, oils, acrylics etc. not just watercolor. Ceramics and 
pottery making etc. Swimming pool w classes offered.   

BOWLING LANES  

Backyard habitat approach to the outside and more trees - a greater focus and quality of life for all  

Baseball field access  

Bean Bag boxes  

Better air circulation.  I'm not sure if the building is air conditioned, but it was quite warm upstairs when doing Tai 
Chi  

Better bathrooms for the baseball field. The porta potty is always dirty. Not handicap accessible for people in 
wheelchairs and parking is difficult for people with disabilities to go to the field.   

Better elevator  

Cards  

Demolish building and rebuild  

Easier access to baseball fields  

Elevator is frightening and outdated, need an option for level 2  

I would like to see some free programs at the elementary schools when I was a child growing up I spent all day at 
the elementary school in the playground they had Story Hour they had organized baseball games for girls and 
boys it was always something to do with the playground  

I wouldn't spend one more cent than necessary to operate this building and replace it with a state of the art facility  

More yoga, cooking classes, educations/self-help classes  

Needs a major overhaul.  Old and it looks it.    

New building.  

None  

Not sure  

Outdoor Pickleball  

Outdoor amphitheater, Waterford needs a proper outdoor performance area.  

Outdoor restrooms  

Pickleball  

Plant trees  
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Replace it   

Running water/bathroom facilities closer to the playing fields  

Skate Park  

Softball/baseball diamond  

Spaghetti Dinners  

Splash pad   

Spray and play area  

Swimming pool  

The whole building needs to be updated. But I think this building should be remodeled. We don't need a new 
building.   

Updated aesthetics inside and outside  

Volleyball courts  

Volleyball would love to play more often that two times a week!  

Waterford needs an updated or new recreation/community center.  

Workout room  

Would like to see some outdoor events   

Your book space you really downsized  

air- conditioning for the entire building  

ballroom dancing and dances  

better dirt on the ball field infield and a high net that goes along the side of the building on the first base side, so 
that baseballs are not hit upon to the roof of it.  

bocce ball court  

dog park  

fitness equipment would be nice, but there is no room for it.  

make it more inviting. it has closed quarters and doesn't allow for much and no one really understands what goes 
on there.  

meeting rooms  

more meeting rooms, more gym space  

more unique classes  

none  

outdoor sand volleyball courts  

rooms for yoga, Pilates, tai chi, etc.  

small food cafe that serves healthy options rather than vending machines  

splash zone  

 

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above  
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Air conditioning   

An outdoor walking path could include exercise bars along the way.   And include benches to rest.  A possible 
maze or meditation path, too.  

Appearance to make more desirable for events  

Ball field was great from around 2012-2016. Since then it's gotten progressively worse  

Building is old and not in a good location  

Dog park  

Don’t know haven’t been   

H  

Have yoga upstairs but most of times can hear the dancing class or the basketball players.   

I only use the pickleball courts and I am satisfied with them  

I would like outdoor pickleball courts  

Indoor walking track   

It is about to fall apart. Missing wall and old ceiling  

It's the same as 1971.Not close to other communities. Baseball field is a joke. Basketball court is old and outdated. 
I played there in the 70s and it's not any better now than it was then  

Love to dance and would love to see dances for adults there  

Never been here  

Offer a little cafe and coffee house, hair salon n massage place offered at discount for residents. A little boutique 
with homemade products that were made in the classes or at home. A community room where people can gather 
without a reservation etc.    

Outdoor areas of leisure, conversational settings, cafe  

Please bring back Raquel Picket and the dance program the way it was, instead of outsourcing it to a company 
already in existence. It has lost all its charm, affordability, homemade costumes/recital, etc.  

Seating lounge  

Splash pad  

The CAI is such a pedestrian accessible area for THAT part of Waterford, it'd be another great option for the local 
neighborhoods to use.  A more appropriate area with regular access than the local elementary schools.  

The ball diamonds are in need of better grooming.  

This building has outlived its usefulness and needs to go.   

Waterford schools already has fitness centers and tennis courts, why duplicate  

We had a garden plot, as did many others and it broke up the winter for those of us who love to garden but hate 
the cold.   

arts and crafts program  

renovate the ball field  

still working so don't use any of these  
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4.What additional programs would you like to see offered at the Waterford Recreation Center (CAI 

Building)? 

 

Value  Percent  

Adult Programs  57.9%  

Community Events  53.3%  

Youth Programs  40.5%  

Run/Walks  25.5%  

Other - Write In  5.1%  

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above  3.7%  

 

Other - Write In  

Bingo fund raisers  

Cards- Hand and Foot Card Game  

Classes for adults with special needs.  

Dog Friendly activities  

Dog park?  

Expansions need not to be limited to the CAI building   

Hobby programs  
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I don’t care for caitlin facility at all.  

Like senior day trips  

More parking for events.  

Not sure  

Nothing there we use  

Offer various support groups/meetings for strokes, grief, ruptured brain aneurysm survivors, cancer etc...  

Programs for disabled  

Teen programs  

Volleyball  

a committee or campaign to make Waterford residents more aware of all the programs available, I believe a lot of 
people think of the rec center as a "senior" center and it's so much more  

activities that provide mentorship and different ages and backgrounds together  

outdoor pickleball  

summer sand volleyball  

 

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above  

12-17 yr old programs  

Balance for seniors  

Day camps, holiday events, Community clean up events, craft club  

Don’t know never been  

Events for dogs  

Explore interest in a model railroad club.  

I am a senior but work full time. Your senior hours are horrible for those of us that must still work  

Language classes  

More yoga and miss the library  

Never been here  

Powerlifting class's   

Speakers on personal safety, self-defense, etc.  Indoor movies.  Bingo.    

evening programming  

outdoor yoga   

this is because Airway Lanes sand volleyball is gone  
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5. Please evaluate the following aspects of the Civic Center Soccer Fields. 

  Very 

Good 
Good Neutral Poor 

Very 

Poor 

Don't 

Know 
Responses 

Safety and Security  16.8% 24.6% 13.0% 1.4% 0.2% 44.0% 500 

Variety of Amenities 

(Restrooms, etc.)  
5.4% 13.1% 17.9% 13.5% 4.6% 45.4% 496 

Maintenance and 

Appearance  
13.3% 31.5% 13.5% 2.0% % 39.8% 498 

Handicap Accessibility  7.3% 14.1% 18.1% 5.0% 1.8% 53.6% 496 
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6.What amenities would you like to see added or improved at the Civic Center Soccer Fields? 

Please check all that apply.  

 

Value  Percent  

Restroom Building  76.8%  

Drinking Fountain  53.3%  

Concession Stand  39.1%  

Use fields for sports in addition to soccer (field hockey, lacrosse etc.)  35.7%  

Pavilion  34.2%  

Fitness Track  26.1%  

Other - Write In  7.8%  

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above  1.4%  

 

Other - Write In  

A paved path would be nice for wheelchairs and strollers  

BETTER WHEELCHAIR ACCESSABILITY  

Better COACHING!!!!!!  

Better drainage for less standing water after rains; need handicap path to fields to accommodate wheelchairs   

Better maintenance, mowing etc. I believe the soccer program should be turned over to the Warriors Soccer Club. 
They can do a much better job.  
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Better parking  

Better parking...handicap also  

Crown the fields for better drainage  

Don't know  

I don't go to the Soccer Fields  

I have never been here  

I think soccer fields are a waste of the space.  

LAX  

Not familiar with these facilities  

Parking  

Playground equipment   

Play structure   

Please find a way to cut down on all the goose poop!!!!  Isn't there a way to get rid of all the Canadian geese?  

Sidewalks/bike paths are desperately needed as many walks in the road and this is obviously unsafe and 
discourages strolls of leisure  

They are just fine as-is  

Walking track  

Wheelchair accessibility (can't push through grass)   

better way to get a person in a wheelchair to the fields  

bocce ball  

didn't select that I have been here  

spectator benches  

turf field  

 

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above  

Dog park  

Have never been to soccer field  

Restrooms would be REALLY nice  

There is no running water or bathroom facilities (other than outhouses).  Would like to see water and facilities close 
to the fields.  

There should be real bathrooms there with as many people who frequent it. And, the Pierce track is right across 
the street so it would be redundant to put a track there.  
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7.Please evaluate the following aspects of Clinton River Canoe Site. 

  Very 

Good 
Good Neutral Poor 

Very 

Poor 

Don't 

Know 
Responses 

Safety and Security  3.4% 11.5% 18.0% 1.8% 0.4% 64.9% 445 

Variety of 

Facilities/Amenities  
1.3% 7.4% 18.0% 6.7% 1.3% 65.2% 445 

Maintenance and 

Appearance  
3.1% 12.3% 15.4% 3.8% 0.4% 64.9% 447 

Handicap Accessibility  1.1% 5.9% 17.0% 3.6% 0.5% 71.9% 441 

Ease of Water Access  3.2% 15.8% 12.2% 2.3% % 66.6% 443 
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8.What amenities would you like to see added or improved at Clinton River Canoe Site? Please 

check all that apply. 

 

Value  Percent  

Restrooms  59.7%  

Walking Trail Loop  49.6%  

Canoe/Kayak Rentals  42.3%  

Updated Canoe/Kayak Launch  35.5%  

Improved Parking  31.5%  

Updated Pavilion  27.8%  

Fishing Area  26.6%  

Grills  21.4%  

Other - Write In  6.5%  

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above  4.4%  

 

Other - Write In  

Better sign!!  

Dog Park  

Dog Swim Area  

Don't know  
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Don't know about this - it this advertised?  

Expand  

Have never been there  

Have only driven by, not sure how to even park there  

I never knew there were any canoe sites, I'm sure most people i  

Never knew it was a park  

None.  Keep it natural.  

Opinions from those who use this facility.  

Signs for park more visible  

The poor health of the Clinton River is the main deterrent in my avoidance of this site  

don't even know where it is and I've lived here 13 years  

 

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above  

Bird houses  

Didn’t know this was here - will have to check it out!  

Don't know; I've never been there.   

Even a port a John would be nice. Ramp into water for handicapped   

I don’t remember clicking on this location  

I would support a mileage which would improve and maintain all-natural areas in Waterford  

kayak lessons???  

n Waterford don't either. I moved to Waterford in 1980 and I never knew about any of this stuff.  

wasn’t aware there was a canoe site  

 

9.Please evaluate the following aspects of Clinton River South. 

  Very Good Good Neutral Poor Very Poor Don't Know Responses 

Safety and Security  1.5% 4.8% 13.0% 3.0% 0.3% 77.5% 400 

Maintenance and 

Appearance  
2.2% 5.7% 12.5% 1.7% 1.0% 76.8% 401 

Handicap Accessibility  0.8% 3.3% 12.6% 1.8% 1.8% 79.8% 396 
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10.What amenities would you like to see added or improved at Clinton River South? Please check 

all that apply. 

 

Value  Percent  

Park Entry Signage  55.4%  

Benches  41.9%  

No Additional Facilities- Leave Area Undeveloped  28.5%  

Other - Write In  5.9%  

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above  4.8%  

 

Other - Write In  

Dog Park  

Don't know  

Don't know anything about this facility.  

Have never been there  

Kayak and Canoe rentals  

Natural pathways would be a welcome addition as visitors could enjoy and be in awe of nature  

Never been  

Not sure  

Opinions should come from those who use this facility.  
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Trails and pathways  

what is it?  

 

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above  

Didn't know there was a sight there.  

I didn't know about it.  

More advertisement  

Never knew it was there  

These areas should be improved upon and funds should be made available to maintain them  

Walking paths/ trails   

Where?  

none  

 

11.Please evaluate the following aspects of Drayton Plains Nature Center. 

  Very 

Good 
Good Neutral Poor 

Very 

Poor 

Don't 

Know 
Responses 

Safety and Security  13.0% 34.5% 17.5% 3.1% 0.9% 31.0% 423 

Variety of 

Facilities/Amenities  
7.6% 35.6% 18.8% 6.9% 0.2% 30.9% 421 

Maintenance and 

Appearance  
9.3% 39.2% 13.5% 6.9% 0.5% 30.6% 421 

Handicap Accessibility  6.5% 19.5% 17.1% 4.1% % 52.9% 416 

Nature Center Hours of 

Operation  
7.2% 29.4% 20.7% 4.1% 1.0% 37.6% 415 
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12.What amenities would you like to see added or improved at Drayton Plains Nature Center? 

Please check all that apply.  

 

Value  Percent  

Restrooms  66.0%  

Trail Improvements  51.3%  

Additional Nature Programs  36.7%  

Bird Watching Stations  36.0%  

Interactive Exhibits  33.7%  

Improve nature/interpretive signage  31.0%  

Upgrade the Pavilion  26.0%  

Other - Write In  10.3%  

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above  4.0%  

 

Other - Write In  

A spray station that offers bug spray for those that forgot theirs.  

Also, the goose poop.  It's everywhere.    

Anything to help for young kids fishing would be nice.  

Boy Scout merit badge opportunities  
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Cars full of kids hanging in the parking lot - don't think they are there for bird watching  

Clean up excessive geese droppings  

Clean up the grounds keepers area! Better flowers too.  

Dog park  

Drayton Plains NC is a little disorganized as far as what paths to take, and not take.  Maybe by design but access to 
neighborhoods towards Crescent Lk. Rds to link with the Riverwalk are not clearly defined.  It'd be nice to link or 
provide better signage towards a path to the civic center area.  

Haven't visited this center for decades but it is a nice option for many residents. I visited with Cub Scouts a few 
times decades ago.  

I always have my dog with me.  I always pick up his poop with bags, but there isn't anywhere to drop the bags off 
except by the front of the park.  another couple trash cans around the trails would be a wonderful addition.  

I have tried for several years to schedule a fall field trip for my Stepanski students, and there is never a naturalist 
scheduled to host at that time of year.  I have also tried to schedule a spring visit, and been told that there is not a 
naturalist available then only--That they only work May-(maybe)August?  It is such a beautiful facility, and so close, 
and so many families with young children would love to be exposed to it! :)  

I really want to enjoy the park as is, but it is understaffed and lacking in overall care.   

I thought this place was only for school children.  

Instead of draining the ponds all the way leaves enough water to allow. Kids to play hockey  

It needs to be cleaned up the river and trash.   

Kayak launch  

Kids craft programs, making animal tracks, beading, animal I'd, etc.  

Modernize the building  

More events to introduce the community to the park.   

Our children are grown, and we have not used most of the facilities in a few years.  

Playground   

Security present  

Security, keep unruly teens out. I've seen drug deals take place.   

Too much teenage drinking and drug use  

community garden  

cross country ski trails  

improve nature center building - dock out onto the water/ponds. allow fishing on designated dates.  

it has become a site where teenagers drink, smoke, write graffiti on the walkways, etc. and I don't know how you 
avoid that, but I adore it otherwise, just want it to keep its safe, family vibe and when I see a group of 7 teens come 
in swearing, smoking, I leave  

kayak launch  

make FISHING DOCKS LONGER AROUND THE LAKE  

 

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above  
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Don’t know this one  

Even slow and steady improvements would be encouraging to visitors.  

I have spoken with police and called the DNR over unwanted activity in park.  

I would like to join a geo cache group if they have one.  

More advertising about programs -- e.g. fish release, etc.  

Parts of the trail have been abused from bikers. This makes a narrow patch that can lead to rolled ankles. Overall 
the nature center is one of my favorite locations in Waterford.  

Please repair the entrance to this parking lot. I bottom out my mustang every time I enter.   

Signs on trails- maps  

Since the Township took ownership, there are too many motorized vehicles driving about the trails. Also, the 
homeless/kids-doing-drugs village in the reeds to the south end is ridiculous. I would no longer let my wife or 
children walk the trails unaccompanied. Hopefully the new millage will increase the Police services enough to patrol 
the DPNC more often now.  

Update building.   

parking lot is not locked at night, no need for grounds to be open after dark  

signage about wildlife and plants (invasive and native) to inform public. Provide a restroom building.  

 

13.Please evaluate the following aspects of Elizabeth Lake Woods Park.  

  Very Good Good Neutral Poor Very Poor Don't Know Responses 

Safety and Security  1.3% 5.5% 12.4% 2.1% 0.5% 78.1% 379 

Maintenance and 

Appearance  
1.6% 6.1% 11.1% 1.8% 1.3% 78.1% 379 

Handicap 

Accessibility  
0.3% 3.2% 12.4% 2.1% 1.1% 81.0% 378 
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14.What amenities would you like to see added or improved at Elizabeth Lake Woods? Please 

check all that apply.  

 

Value  Percent  

Restrooms  51.4%  

Upgrade Existing Trails  50.9%  

Mountain Biking Trails  36.4%  

Add nature/interpretive signage  30.1%  

Upgrade/Expand Parking  30.1%  

Cross-country skiing  28.3%  

Other - Write In  12.1%  

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above  6.9%  

 

Other - Write In  

Add kids play area  

All parks would benefit from being family friendly and being accessible to all  

Canoe landing  

Cross Country Skate Ski course  

Dog Park  
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Dog park  

Don't know  

Have never been here  

Have never been there  

I haven't been there since I took my kids and/or Cub Scouts a LONG time ago.  I will check it out soon.  

Leave as is  

More info about it.  Didn't even know it existed.  

Never been  

Never knew it was there  

Not sure  

Parking!!  There is no place to park here  

Poor access. I go to a resident to avoid swamp entrance.  

Unfamiliar with this park.  

as far as I know it is not used very much.  

don't know what it is.  

 

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above  

Better posting of parks and what they offer  

Dog park  

Don’t know this  

Great care must be given to the inclusion of any type of trails and encouraging various activities is wonderful as long 
as they can coexist  

I didn't even know this park was in existence  

I would like to join a geo cache group if they had one.  

Never been here  

Playground   

Signage   

What trails?   

Would love to visit this park but there is no place to park.  I called parks and recs and they confirmed the lack of 
parking.    
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15.Please evaluate the following aspects of Fish Hatchery Park. 

  

Very Good Good Neutral Poor 
Very 

Poor 

Don't 

Know 
Responses 

Safety and Security  15.9% 32.5% 12.6% 0.8% 0.3% 38.0% 397 

Variety of 

Facilities/Amenities  
14.6% 33.7% 11.8% 1.8% % 38.2% 398 

Maintenance and 

Appearance  
18.4% 33.8% 10.3% 1.5% % 36.0% 397 

Handicap Accessibility  7.6% 18.4% 17.4% 1.5% % 55.2% 397 

Historic Village Hours of 

Operation  
6.2% 16.0% 20.7% 11.0% 1.5% 44.6% 401 
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16.What type of amenities or improvements would you like to see at Fish Hatchery Park? Please 

check all that apply. 

 

Value  Percent  

Extended Historical Society Hours  48.8%  

Improved Canoe/Kayak Launch  47.9%  

Improved Parking  41.0%  

Improved Fishing Access  40.1%  

Other - Write In  10.1%  

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above  5.1%  

 

Other - Write In  

Improved restrooms.  

Another weekend of events duplicating the one they have now  

Classes or tours  

Enhancing the trail between Fish Hatchery Park and Drayton Plains would be beneficial to both and would 
encourage greater usage  

Fishing programs for kids  

I thought this was just a nice scenery for driving by.  

Improve handicap access  
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It is very unclear from the signage when this facility, specifically the historic village, is open.  Does not seem that 
it's open but a few times a year??  Could be wrong but the signage does not help with this.    

Love this park!!  

My previous answer was for the fish hatchery entrance. I bottom out at the hatchery entrance.  Please repair.  

N/A  

Not sure  

Playground   

Restroom   

Stock fish for fishing   

This is another site I haven't visited.  

Thought I had but I have never actually been there  

Why separate from Nature Center?  

You need to install a swing gate to keep cars out after dusk. Cars are going back there all night and they are loud, 
drive fast, spin their wheels. I've been living behind the train for 19 years. The last couple of years has been the 
worst.  The police said they would do drive throughs but I sure they are busy doing more important things. Please 
put a swing gate up ...it will make the neighbors behind you happy  

access road often very potholed-  needs to be paved  

na  

 

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above  

A multipurpose approach to Fish Hatchery, such as rental options for showers and gatherings, may be a way to 
accrue more funds and promote the area as well.  

Better maintained restrooms, more modern  

Historic programs other than at Log Cabin Days  

More structures in the kid’s area  

Na  

Offer canoe/kayak rental options   

Open one day a week for a few hours does not allow your community to experience this park or history of their 
community.  

Prison style toilets/urinal are horrible.  Would like better lighting with switching like at Rotary Park restrooms.  
Could similarly use ventilation fans.  

Shaded seating  

Toilets and urinal are horrible.   Could use door activated lights (CFL or LED) and fans.  
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17.Please evaluate the following aspects of the Herrington Park. 

  

Very Good Good Neutral Poor 
Very 

Poor 

Don't 

Know 
Responses 

Safety and Security  7.4% 17.8% 13.9% 1.6% 0.5% 58.7% 366 

Variety of 

Facilities/Amenities  
5.8% 18.1% 14.0% 3.0% 1.4% 57.7% 364 

Maintenance and 

Appearance  
5.8% 19.3% 12.9% 3.3% 1.1% 57.6% 363 

Handicap Accessibility  3.6% 11.8% 15.4% 1.6% 1.1% 66.5% 364 
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18.What type of improvements or additions would you like to see at Herrington Park? Please 

Check all that apply. 

 

Value  Percent  

Improved Restrooms  53.1%  

Playground Equipment  49.1%  

Improved Dug-outs  41.7%  

Improved Baseball/Softball Diamonds  37.1%  

Improved Pavilion/Picnic Shelter  35.4%  

Benches along Nature Trails  33.7%  

Improved Parking  25.1%  

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above  6.3%  

Other - Write In  5.7%  

 

Other - Write In  

Based upon the option I assume the improvements may be needed - I support additional funding and ongoing 
maintenance to these areas.  

DONT USE  

Haven’t been here  

Haven't been here since adult daughter played softball here--about 30 years ago!  
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I didn't know all of these existed--never been there  

Improved bathrooms  

It was nice years ago when our son played ball there  

do something.... anything!!!!  

what is it? why might I go there?  

 

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above  

Dog park  

I would like to see a net put over the dugout/area where spectators are for safety. There are a lot of foul balls and I 
fear for the safety of everyone, but especially children.  

Never been here  

Not familiar with this park.  

Pavilion in woods needs new grills and picnic table(s).  

Pavilion in woods needs work and new grills.  Also needs picnic table(s)  

The dugouts could be improved and the restrooms as "ok" but could be a little nicer  

What trails?  

Where are the nature trails? Everything is overgrown.   

for the fields add base pegs into the ground to match the various little leagues dimensions that use the fields. also, 
better dirt on the infield. level out the big drop off from the infield to the outfield that has built up over the years.  

 

19.Please evaluate the following aspects of the Hess-Hathaway Park. 

  Very Good Good Neutral Poor Very Poor Don't Know Responses 

Safety and Security  37.3% 42.8% 7.9% 1.0% 0% 11.1% 416 

Variety of 

Facilities/Amenities  
37.3% 44.5% 7.0% 1.4% 0% 9.9% 416 

Maintenance and 

Appearance  
38.8% 44.1% 6.5% 1.2% 0% 9.4% 415 

Handicap Accessibility  24.9% 34.1% 12.4% 1.5% 0% 27.1% 410 

Hours of Operation  28.4% 45.8% 10.1% 2.2% 0.5% 13.0% 415 

Programming   28.3% 40.7% 13.6% 1.7% % 15.7% 413 

Community Events (i.e. 

Harvest Happening and 

concerts)  

41.1% 38.4% 7.5% 1.2% % 11.8% 414 
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20.What type of improvements or additions would you like to see at Hess-Hathaway Park? Please 

Check all that apply. 

 

Value  Percent  

Splash Pad  56.4%  

Sledding Hill  54.4%  

Upgrade Existing Restrooms  52.4%  

Defined Walking Pathways to Improve Safety  45.3%  

Ice Skating  39.0%  

New Restrooms  33.9%  

Upgraded Trails  33.3%  

Additional Playground Equipment  23.4%  

Outdoor Courts (Basketball)  21.7%  

Improved Pavilion/Picnic Shelters  18.2%  

Improved Parking  14.0%  

Interpretative Signage  13.4%  

Other - Write In  11.7%  

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above  6.0%  
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Other - Write In  

Allow dogs  

Dog park  

Accessible play equipment  

Activities for upper elementary kids  

Allow dogs on the trails in the woods.... It's away from the farm animals   

Allow pets  

Better animal care  

Better maintenance of playground equipment and fences  

Cross Country and XC Skating trails / Fat Bike Trails in the winter  

Cross country trails?   

DOG FRIENDLY  

DONT USE  

Disc Golf course  

Dog walk  

Get rid of the rabbit hutch.  

Improved animal exhibits, such as goat playground, unique bunny run  

Increasing the amount of natural areas so one feels enveloped in nature, this would bring me back.  

Love this place so anything you do is great with me  

Maintenance and upgrading of the barns and out buildings is very poor  

More animals  

Offer more programs  

One of my favorite parks!!  

Programming centered on the farm to table   

Restrooms  

Selected splash pad to keep up with a few of our neighboring communities, but with the Wave pool in operation, 
the water activity seems to be covered.  

Should cancel before the wk before get organized  

Some kind of shade for the concerts.  

The sledding hill, skating, etc. would draw year-round, and the splashpad would be the perfect addition. More 
animals, if possible? Cow, etc.?   

This park is popular but I've only visited it a few times--most recently about six years ago to attend a musical group 
performance.  

Would be nice to have a dog park in this area.  

another place just for school children.  
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anything would help  

cross country ski trails  

outdoor pickleball  

outdoor pool  

pickleball courts  

repair existing equipment  

water is the only thing the farm does not have. yes, to splash pad!!  

 

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above  

Add other animals, cow, etc.  

Better areas for the animals and the addition of animal rescue area as there is no such option in Waterford.   

Dog park  

Dog park   

During concerts and events, the current restrooms are too far away for some.  They could also use an upgrade.  

Expanded winter hours. Elementary students don't even get out of school until 4:00 PM  

I think this park is excellent and should stay as it is with no more construction or disruption of nature. It's one of the 
last truly natural areas on this side of town. The farm is fantastic, and we love visiting.  

I would love to see all of the marked above added to this park. I would also love if Waterford organized a women's 
basketball league (indoor or outdoor).  

More animals, the kids love them. Also would  

More dates for farm and adventure camp for older kids  

Never knew there's a trail or walking path so need signs.   

Obtain the school property off Hospital to make Park bigger  

SPLASH PAD!!!! That would be awesome!  

Splash pad would be GREAT most towns around us have one. I would also like Big Trucks event to return here 
and not at civic center  

The parking spaces are so small; normal mid-sized vehicles are too large to park next to each other.  

This is an excellent park - the best in Waterford. Keep up the good work!  

Unless one has access to an indoor facility, the restrooms are very poor.  

near the playground  

the fees for each activity at harvest happening were crazy for a family of 5, we left and enjoy more events in 
Auburn Hills as they are free or more affordable  
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21.Please evaluate the following aspects of the Lions Park. 

  Very Good  Good  Neutral  Poor  Very Poor  Don't Know  Responses  

Safety and 

Security  

3.1%  14.0%  10.9%  2.0%  %  70.0%  357  

Variety of 

Facilities/Amenities  

2.3%  10.7%  12.4%  4.2%  0.3%  70.1%  354  

Maintenance and 

Appearance  

2.3%  12.1%  13.0%  2.3%  0.6%  69.9%  355  

Handicap 

Accessibility  

1.4%  6.3%  13.1%  2.6%  0.3%  76.4%  351  
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22.What type of improvements or additions would you like to see at Lions Park? Please Check all 

that apply. 

 

Value  Percent  

Improved Restrooms  63.9%  

Outdoor Playground Equipment  44.2%  

Walking Trails/Pathways  35.4%  

Benches  35.4%  

Updated Pavilion/Picnic Shelter  28.6%  

Additional Parking  18.4%  

Other - Write In  8.8%  

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above  6.1%  

 

Other - Write In  

Can't even remember last time I visited this park--probably with a grandson who is now 30 years old!  

Champagne room  

DONT USE  

Make affordable for use to Waterford Residents  

Never Been there  

Never been here  
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Not sure  

clean up and hedge all the weeds and bushes that have grown and attached themselves to the outfield fences.  
half of the fences in the outfield are overgrown with weeds  

improved baseball diamonds  

lots of secret places in Waterford  

na  

spray for mosquitos   

 

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above  

Clear the walking trails once in a while  

It would be difficult for someone with a walker or wheelchair to get to the pavilion. You can't really watch the 
ballgame from the pavilion either, it's not positioned to see the field very well. I'm not crazy about the new 
bleachers, they are so short, but I figure they are probably safer now.  

Needs totally new restrooms.  Needs new doors.  

Never been here  

Not familiar with park  

Restrooms need to be replaced.  Need new doors.  

for the fields add base pegs into the ground to match the various little leagues dimensions that use the fields. also 
better dirt on the infield.   

mosquitos are so bad on the trails   

 

23.Please evaluate the following aspects of the Maceday Lake Park. 

  Very Good Good Neutral Poor Very Poor Don't Know Responses 

Safety and Security  2.3% 5.7% 11.2% 1.1% % 79.7% 349 

Maintenance and 

Appearance  
1.4% 7.2% 10.1% 2.0% 0.3% 79.0% 348 

Handicap 

Accessibility  
0.9% 4.1% 11.3% 1.2% 1.2% 81.4% 344 
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24.Are there any improvements or additions you would like to see at Maceday Lake Park? If so, 

please write in below. 

 

Value  Percent  

Other Improvements - Write In  27.4%  

Please check here if you do not think any improvements are needed.  72.6%  

 

Other Improvements - Write In  

A few parking spaces and some walking paths would be nice   

A trail to bird watch?  

An improved natural trail would be beneficial to observers and help keep visitors out of the natural spaces. I am in 
support of encouraging everyone to visit our natural spaces with respect.  

Benchen and making accessible areas more handicap accessible.  

Clean up.  

DONT USE  

Dog Park  

Fishing dock, canoe launch, seems like a valuable piece of land to not be using.   

Guess I'd better get out my binoculars and visit this park!  

I can't believe I didn't know about this place--I love birds! Never been there  

I did not know there was a park on Maceday Lake that was available for non-neighborhood residents  

I have lived here for 50 years never heard of Maceday lake park  

I have lived here my whole life and never heard of this park. I would question your PR at this point!  

I have never been here  
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I helped clean up this park with Christ Lutheran Church.  It doesn't really have much parking.  It's a nice natural 
park.  

I've never heard of this park  

Interactive interpretive nature info on Wi-Fi  

Is there a viewing area or areas?   

Never been here  

Not sure  

Parking, trails, benches   

Swimming area beach  

This park would get more use if a clearing was made as a fishing pad, along with a bench and clearing to watch 
sunsets/sunrises.  

Unmaintained property. Looks mess  

Where?  

na  

 

25.Please evaluate the following aspects of the Marion Street Park. 

  Very Good  Good  Neutral  Poor  Very Poor  Don't Know  Responses  

Safety and Security  0.9%  3.2%  9.7%  1.2%  1.8%  83.3%  341  

Variety of 

Facilities/Amenities  

0.6%  3.2%  8.8%  1.8%  2.4%  83.2%  340  

Maintenance and 

Appearance  

0.9%  3.8%  9.4%  0.9%  1.8%  83.2%  339  

Handicap Accessibility  0.9%  1.8%  10.3%  0.9%  2.4%  83.8%  339  
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26.What type of improvements or additions would you like to see at Marion Street Park? Please 

Check all that apply. 

 

Value  Percent  

Restrooms  63.4%  

Benches along trails  40.2%  

Additional Trails  33.0%  

Additional Parking  25.0%  

Pavilion/Picnic Shelter  23.2%  

Other - Write In  18.8%  

 

Other - Write In  

Another place to visit so I'll know what it looks like.  

BEEN A WATERFORD RESIDENT FOR OVER 40 YEARS. NO IDEA THIS PLACE EXISTED!  OBSERVATION 
DECKS? SOUNDS GREAT.  ADVERTISED THIS MORE.  

DONT USE  

Didn't know it existed  

Didn't know this Park existed  

Does anyone use this park?  

Don't know  
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Groomed trails for walking and biking, a bathroom facility, and observation decks and sitting areas  

I have never been here  

Improved trails  

N/A  

Never been here  

Never been there  

Not familiar with park.  

Not sure  

Signage  

There's often glass and trash on the trails. Even basic maintenance would be an improvement. There used to be 
benches but many are gone or so dilapidated that they are unsafe to sit on. This park has potential, given all the 
wildlife. It would be great if there was a little more upkeep.   

Updates trails and more handicap accessible  

Where?  

na  

needs good clean up and made accessible, it was wonderful many years back now it’s a nightmare, pls rehabilitate  

 

27.Please evaluate the following aspects of Optimist Park. 

  Very Good Good Neutral Poor Very Poor Don't Know Responses 

Safety and Security  5.7% 23.1% 18.9% 3.1% % 49.1% 350 

Variety of 

Facilities/Amenities  
2.9% 20.3% 15.7% 10.0% 2.3% 48.9% 350 

Maintenance and 

Appearance  
4.0% 23.4% 16.6% 8.0% 1.1% 46.9% 350 

Handicap Accessibility  2.9% 10.3% 17.5% 6.3% 4.0% 58.9% 348 
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28.What type of improvements or additions would you like to see at Optimist Park? Please Check 

all that apply. 

 

Value  Percent  

Restroom Building  79.4%  

Drinking Fountain  49.0%  

Improved Playground Equipment  45.6%  

More/Improved Parking  39.2%  

Sidewalks/Pathways  37.3%  

Improved Baseball/Softball Diamonds  36.3%  

Improved Dugouts  35.8%  

Concession Building  35.3%  

Updated Pavilion/Picnic Shelter  31.4%  

More Basketball Courts  14.7%  

Other Outdoor Courts  14.7%  

Other - Write In  7.4%  

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above  6.4%  
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Other - Write In  

A fence around the playground  

Additional bleachers, there is never enough.  Bug control by field 3 would be great.  

DONT USE  

Deal with drug issue.  

Do not utilize this park  

Drug issues  

Haven't watched any grandkids here in many years but I'm glad that this park exists.  Hope it's cared for as it 
should be.  

Ice skating rink   

Never been there  

Parking can be confusing as the best parking is through the adjoining neighborhood but is difficult to discover.   

Police- drive throughs  

Trim back trees and brush at field 3   

When games are being played restrooms in building need to be open!  

needs lot of work!!!  

 

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above  

Better seating/viewing options for field 3.  It is TERRIBLE!  

Bathrooms!! We spend all summer here and porta potties are disgusting!!  

I didn’t even know this park was open to the community  

I used to go walking in this park. I've noticed that the building is always closed.  

It would be nice to have an actual restroom at this field, along with paved paths for wheelchairs.   

Middle parking area needs to be better delineated to discourage driving all over the grass area; which gets pretty 
torn up.    

N/A  

Never been here  

Not familiar with park  

Parking area between fields 2 and 3 needs to be better delineated.  Somehow restrict vehicle access to grass 
area because it is usually torn up   Pavilion area seems to be site of frequent drug activity.  Don't know what can 
be done.    

Parking is a huge concern!  

Parking is a real concern with kids and adults walking through the parking lots.  

outhouses are disgusting, even when well maintained.  



Waterford Township Recreation Plan Online Survey Report: September 20, 2018  40 

29.Please evaluate the following aspects of Rotary Park. 

  Very Good  Good  Neutral  Poor  Very Poor  Don't Know  Responses  

Safety and Security  10.5%  26.3%  13.3%  1.1%  0.3%  48.6%  354  

Variety of 

Facilities/Amenities  

5.9%  24.6%  14.7%  5.6%  1.1%  48.0%  354  

Maintenance and 

Appearance  

6.8%  25.4%  14.4%  4.5%  1.1%  47.7%  354  

Handicap Accessibility  5.2%  14.0%  14.6%  3.4%  0.6%  62.2%  349  
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30.What type of improvements or additions would you like to see at Rotary Park? Please Check all 

that apply. 

 

Value  Percent  

Drinking Fountain  53.5%  

Improved Playground Equipment  49.2%  

Improved Baseball/Softball Diamonds  40.5%  

Updated Pavilion/Picnic Shelter  37.8%  

Sidewalks/Pathways  37.3%  

More/Upgraded Parking  34.6%  

Other - Write In  14.1%  

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above  5.9%  

 

Other - Write In  

Concessions   

Bathroom access...always locked  

Bathrooms need to be open and clean for all seasonal games and parking lot needs to be updated. Handicap   

Better soccer/multi-purpose fields  

Concession facility  

DONT  USE  
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Do not utilize this park  

Every time there, the bathrooms were not open had to use nasty outhouses   

Fence around playground  

Flag pole  

Flag pole with American flag  

Have driven past this park many times, even recently, but have not visited for many years.  I hope it is or will be 
upgraded as needed.  

I feel that the fencing around all of the baseball diamonds in Waterford could be improved.  The infields of the 
baseball diamonds could be maintained better.  

It is sad...nice baseball diamonds and you have bathrooms that are always locked.  The out houses are disgraceful  

Level outfields and fill holes  

Poor maintenance of soccer fields  

Public restrooms need to be open when park is in use  

RESTROOMS  

Restrooms  

Road way improved  

improved soccer fields  

na  

need more work on fields   never working on field  

updated playground equipment  

 

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above  

The ball diamonds need improvements. There are stones & weeds on the infield & a few ruts & pot holes in the 
outfields. I would like to suggest that flag poles with the American flag get installed at all of the parks with ball 
diamonds.  

Additional play equipment. There once were swings and now there is only a small structure. Access to a drinking 
fountain is a simple convenience for the public.  

Never been here  

Not familiar with park  

The ballfields are substandard and embarrassing.  

The infields totally SUCK. They are, quite simply, dental work waiting to happen. The one significant improvement 
that wouldn't hardly cost you anything is replace the infields with crushed brick.  It's not that expensive and would 
improve the park immensely.  AND IT WOULD BE MUCH,MUCH, MUCH SAFER!!!!!! I will be playing on another 
team next year and one of the biggest reasons is I refuse to play half of my games on such a dangerous diamond.  

The large gravel pieces and the uneven grading on the softball infield are a safety hazard to the players.  

Update soccer fields and pave the entrance   

Would be nice to have more play equipment while waiting on onset siblings to finish practice   
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for the fields add base pegs into the ground to match the various little leagues dimensions that use the fields. also, 
better dirt on the infield.    
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31.Please evaluate the following aspects of Shell Park. 

  Very Good  Good  Neutral  Poor  Very 

Poor  

Don't 

Know  

Responses  

Safety and Security  6.9%  23.1%  15.3%  0.9%  %  53.9%  334  

Variety of 

Facilities/Amenities  

3.6%  22.4%  17.3%  3.9%  0.6%  52.2%  335  

Maintenance and 

Appearance  

3.9%  25.4%  14.3%  3.6%  0.6%  52.2%  335  

Handicap Accessibility  3.9%  12.2%  13.4%  5.0%  0.3%  65.3%  337  
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32.What type of improvements or additions would you like to see at Shell Park? Please Check all 

that apply. 

 

Value  Percent  

Improved Restrooms  66.7%  

Outdoor Playground Equipment  46.9%  

Improved Baseball/Softball Diamonds  40.1%  

Improved Dugouts  37.3%  

More/Upgraded Parking  35.6%  

Updated Pavilion/Picnic Shelter  34.5%  

Sidewalks/Pathways  31.6%  

Other - Write In  6.8%  

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above  5.1%  

 

Other - Write In  

All parks should be welcoming not to just the athletes but for the fans and family as well. A well-maintained and 
naturalized area is necessary for ongoing support.  

Better signage  

Do not utilize this park  

Dog park  
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Drinking fountain  

I thought I already noted this park.  I know I watched some adult team play here a couple times.  It is worth 
improvements if needed.  

N/A  

Never been there  

Restrooms are nasty at shell.  

Restrooms by field 1  

Where?  

concessions  

 

Feel free to expand on your choice(s) above  

Anywhere there are softball/baseball games going, I would love to see roofs on the dugouts for the safety of the 
children.  

Better signage to locate the park.  

DONT USE  

Dugouts have bad drainage problems at field 1.  Restrooms need to be gutted and redone.  Would be nice to 
have restrooms by field 1.  

Never been here  

Not familiar with park  

Restrooms need to be replaced.  Would be nice to have restrooms by field 1.  Field 1 dugouts have drainage 
problem.  

for the fields add base pegs into the ground to match the various little leagues dimensions that use the fields. also, 
better dirt on the infield.   

 

33. Please evaluate the following aspects of the Warming House (on the Civic Center Campus). 

  Very Good Good Neutral Poor Very Poor Don't Know Responses 

  Row % Row % Row % Row % Row % Row % Count 

Safety and Security  20.7% 27.6% 8.3% 0.6% 0.3% 42.5% 348 

Variety of 

Facilities/Amenities  
13.5% 28.7% 12.9% 2.0% 0.3% 42.5% 348 

Maintenance and 

Appearance  
17.1% 28.6% 10.3% 2.6% 0.3% 41.1% 350 

Handicap Accessibility  12.2% 20.9% 11.3% 1.7% % 53.8% 344 
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34.What ideas do you have for improvements or additions at the Warming House (on the Civic 

Center Campus)?  

 

Value  Percent  

Other Ideas/Improvements - Write In  25.6%  

I do not have ideas/ I like the use of the warming house as is.  74.4%  

 

Other Ideas/Improvements - Write In  

A refrigerator would be a nice improvement here.  

A wonderful facility  

Access to restrooms?  

At certain times of the year, there is an abundance of goose poop covering the sidewalk around the lake near the 
warming house. Any way to keep the geese off the walking path?  

Community needs to be made better aware of the benefits this building has.  It’s a treasure.  

DONT USE  

I have never utilized this warming house  

I thought the warming house was closed. I never see it open or being used.  

Ice skating   

Improve paved parking near Warming House.  

Instead of having signs that say no fishing, there should be signs that welcome fishing.  
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Larger facility with additional kitchen appliances. More parking near facility would be good too.    

Publicize this to residents that it is not just for ice skating!  I attended a graduation open house this summer and I 
discovered it is a nice facility for outdoor or indoor, especially if weather turns bad, an event can still be held!  

Skating  

The ducks are pooping everywhere, is there a way to keep them off the path so we do not have to dodge duck 
poop while walking?  

The goose crap is bad. Look into having Trugreen applying "flight control" to the area.  

Update the appearance of the inside.  it costs more and looks way worse than the facilities at bay court in 
Clarkston  

Upgrade/repave/improve parking area.  

Upgrading the interior appearance and amenities to appeal to a greater range of visitors and their needs would be 
a smart investment.  

Use the fire pit for evening gatherings -- hot dogs, smores.  Ice skating.  Maybe a carved pumpkin display.   

Year-round restroom, better parking  

a larger stove and refrigerator  

additional dock or updated one  

community events like ice skating night, craft show, dance, or stories by the fire  

if the geese could be deterred from the area it could be enjoyable, the smell and the feces from the birds make 
walking the paths very unpleasant, maybe a fence to keep geese of pathways  

indoor area for cooking for baby showers and parties  

making it clear if ice skating is allowed, as I see it constant, yet it says keep off ice? If allowed, perhaps events with 
bonfires and skating, Christmas music, etc.  

na  

open in the winter for ice skating-clear a portion of pond of snow  

pickleball courts  

pond has garbage in it.  Needs to be dragged, sweep away goose droppings  
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35.What types of activities and programs would you like to see more of at Waterford Township's 

Parks? 

 

Value  Percent  

Nature/Outdoor classes and programs  51.3%  

Adult Programs  51.0%  

Fitness classes  39.9%  

Children's programs  38.2%  

Senior programs  37.3%  

Teen programs  35.6%  

Travel programs  24.5%  

Programs for special needs  19.1%  

Other - Write In  11.1%  

 

Other - Write In  

Dog park  

A women's basketball league  

Advertise  

As a township, we need to become more pedestrian friendly, however the parks assist will only benefit the 
community.  
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Bike paths  

Complementary health programs   

Dog Park  

Dog park and something other than baseball and soccer  

Evening Senior Programs  

Guided tours for adults, LOVE the outdoor fitness, winter events for adults  

How about adding adult soccer?  

I would like to see a geo caching club started.  

I would like to see opportunities for non-senior adults. Everything right now seems focused on kids and seniors. 
Please don't forget about those of us in the middle!   

I'd love to see more evening and weekend options for toddlers  

I'm in my 80s but I want all facilities to have age-appropriate programs  

Infant/toddler offerings  

Low cost programs for families w/o a lot of money but want to be active  

More Babysitting preparation classes, first aid classes, CPR classes  

More hunting, fishing and wildlife programs.  

More of everything  

Need to get out in the public more. Some of these we have never heard of. Pretty bad after living here for 58 years.  

New Community Center/Recreation Center  

Outdoor fitness activities, community outreach programs    

Photography, Adult Art Classes, Yoga  

Programs which help empower us to help each other and our environment thrive  

Senior day trips  

Special needs programs need to be more appropriate for different ages. A 30 yr old does not have the same 
interests as a 7th grader.   

Survival skills  

The Get Fit in the Park was MY FAVORITE....having more of these would be outstanding!   

There is not much that I participate in right now.  Although I look forward to in the future.  I am Adult / Senior  

Think you do a great job with all programs  

Travel programs for those other than seniors.  

WCA type of association for girls  

cooking and health programs  

dog park  

fitness classes with evening hours 6:30pm or later  

travel sports leagues  



Waterford Township Recreation Plan Online Survey Report: September 20, 2018  51 

work the youth  
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36.If there is a person with a disability in your family, please indicate which of the following would 

make the Waterford Township parks more user-friendly for you and your family member. Please 

check all that apply. 

 

Value  Percent  

Flatter, easier grades  20.8%  

Accessible playgrounds  12.0%  

Accessible parking  19.0%  

Accessible waterfront access  13.7%  

Accessible restrooms  28.9%  

Paved/hard surfaced trails  21.8%  

Other - Write In  1.1%  

Not applicable  60.6%  
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37.What do you like best about Waterford Township's Parks? 

 

Response  

Clean and safe  

We like Hess Hathaway and CAI building programs for children and families the most. We love the programming, the 
staff, and the amenities. The playground at Hess Hathaway is outstanding. I am proud to be a Waterford citizen and 
we look forward to the new Parks and Recreation building. I would gladly pay more tax dollars for Parks and 
recreation for whatever they need.  

Variety of sports and events  

How many there are and the cleanliness.   

Many options close to home  

Variety of the parks  

There are a lot to choose from.  

The natural environment. Don't let the need for improvements over shadow nature.  

There are so many to choose from, located throughout the township.  

Lots of variety of each site.  

The variety  

Clean. Simple  

Hard to say they need lots of improvements. I have lived here for 20 years and have not seen a lot of focus on these 
parks. It's very sad  

The variety and number of programs; thank you!  

There are so many! I just realized that there were several I wasn't aware of. I think people don't know all there is 
available  

playgrounds   

Great variety of programs and park availability   

That there are so many to choose from.  

They are a safe clean place to bring your kids and enjoy outdoor activities.  
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What I would like to see is sign posted for dog walkers that all dogs most be leashed at all times and if you see one 
with a yellow ribbon it means approach carefully bc the dog has been attacked before and is nervous around other 
dogs. Too many people think trails are for dogs to just run free. So not safe.   

Availability and diversity  

There are many different parks that are well maintained  

The number of parks, variety of facilities  

Variety of parks   

We love Hess-Hathaway and take our Grandkids there often.  We also love the spaghetti dinners and senior 
luncheons and attend whenever we can.   

Senior programs, assistance and services.  

clean and secure  

proactive and responds to survey  

That there is always somewhere to go, a place to be outside or play and learn, well maintained, the variety of them, 
etc. It's such a home-town atmosphere, and the historical village is incredible, while I can walk my dog across the 
street in the nature center, I love it.   

Variety  

There are many parks to visit.  

How many there are!!!!!!  

The variety of overall options   

The fact we have parks that are maintained is great and just having a variety of parks to enjoy very nice.  

MEATING NEW PEOPLE  

I don't use them - I use Oakland County parks more frequently because of my dog. I used Waterford Twp. parks 
more when my now adult children were young.  

The recreation center is great & houses great programs for seniors.   

They are relatively well placed throughout the township, although Hess Hathaway having the most activities is not 
very convenient for those of us on the north side, especially in the evenings when traffic is bad getting to Williams 
Lake Road.   

A good variety of options. Several locations throughout the community.   

Hiking, biking  

Civic Center Soccer Park is beautiful and well maintained.   

The Clinton River!  

That we have them. That we have good programs. That we are considering the possibilities of more and improved.  

People at the Recreation Center are awesome!  

They exist  

Overall well maintained.  Would like more full family oriented physical activities with parents/guardians actively 
interacting with children.   

not anything really, compared to other cities and townships  

Ease of access   
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The ones we have used over the years have been great...Could they be better. Probably, but they were/are great 
places for what we did in them.  Softball fields were what you would expect, Hess Hathaway is simply awesome and 
has been for many years.  

For most part they are nice to have access to, more signs to all parks would be nice.   Also, I like when the parks are 
kept up and clean, that should be a priority.  Also Recycle bins should be installed.   

They are ok  

I'm glad there are activities.  

We have only lived in Waterford for two years, so we have not been able to visit all of the parks yet.   

Well maintained   

I am thankful that we have so many parks and lakes. I am happy that the staff at Parks and Rec are actively seeking 
the thoughts and concerns of its residents. I feel that there are so many areas for improvement and this is an 
opportunity for those who can make a difference to do something outstanding and lasting for generations to come.  

They are close and free to get into  

I don't like how Marion Park has been left to rot and attract bad activities, drug addicts and homeless people to live 
there- it's been left to waste and is a hazard to our community- especially next to the massive acreage of Summit 
Place Mall. Please help and make this park great again- it's such an asset to our community and can be made terrific 
again with low cost strategies. And I want to help with this by donating my time and ideas- my email is: 
tany_ltu@hotmail.com   

They are spread out in the community for Everyone and a majority of them have water features  

They are very open and nice parks.   

price of the children's programs, they are very affordable!  

We don’t go to many, but more information about parks location and maybe maps of trails and such. I was unaware 
we had so many nature trails nearby. Perhaps a user guide to trails - length, difficulty etc. to navigate with kids  

CAI programs for seniors  

Softball games.  Walks a and bike rides   

Convenient and clean (when a restroom is unlocked and available!!)  

That we have such a variety to choose from for all needs.  

Their proximity to the area's waters and designated areas. They're generally well kept, shaded and clean.   

Close and easy to get to.  

I didn't know there was so many.  

Like that we have many options.  Some that remain undeveloped.  

there’s a lot of them and each one is different   

I have lived here my whole life and had no idea that there were so many!  Time to go exploring... I think our parks are 
wonderful, as are the programs offered in them, and the marketing for them.    

They're close by and always fun to go to!  I like to take picnic items.  

That we have green spaces throughout the township and good people looking after them   

 We raised our children here and enjoyed most of the parks. Our sons were in baseball, basketball and scouts and 
our granddaughter played soccer. My daughter and her husband joined my husband and I in yoga classes. And I 
most are recently went with a friend to concert at Hess Park.  

They are plentiful  
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I can find inexpensive things to do in my own backyard/area that are fun, friendly and affordable.   

They are clean  

There are a lot available and easily accessed.   

That there are so many, and everyone is so friendly and welcoming.  

I love the sports options for kids. The staff are always kind and helpful. I like the summer day camp options for kids 
as well.   

They're in Waterford. Can't bet that!  

I had no idea how many there were!  I love the parks I use.  

The kids play areas  

VARIETY OF WALKING PATHS/TRAILS.  

Convenience. There are parks all around the township that are highly usable.  

The number of options to take the family to  

Number and variety  

Variety.  

Love Hess Hathaway!  

The parks are easily accessible and clean.   

I love that there are so many options for baseball fields/softball fields. Hess Hathaway is great with the fenced in area 
surrounding the playground for parents with multiple kids who maybe helping one, so they don't have to worry about 
the others running out to the parking lot.   

Variety offered.  Easy to get to -- IF you have a car.  

The variety of parks and activities. The many locations, even though until taking this survey I did not realize there are 
so many parks in Waterford. And I've lived here 30 years. I know what I'm going to be doing the rest of the summer. 

😊  

They are for the most part clean.  

They are all well-kept and a great place to walk my dog, with exception to Hess Hathaway (no dogs allowed).    

For the most part maintained well. To offset the improvements the township could pass costs onto pay to play 
organizations. Like Corsairs, Warriors and the various baseball/softball teams. They are sizeable the cost would be 
minimal to the families.  

Proximity, cleanliness  

They are clean, offer a variety of things at each one. Most of them have some sort of restroom. Safe.   

I like that there are multiple parks which allows a good variety of activities & programs.  

I love the complete fence at Hess. How open and clean it is.   

They're holdouts of nature in an area that's being rapidly developed. There are areas of Waterford where there is 
almost no greenspace left and keeping these areas as natural as possible is crucial both for recreation/education and 
the well-being of local wildlife. I hope the parks will continue to provide habitats for animals who are being pushed out 
by ever-expanding housing and shopping developments. For me, having "wild" spaces with the least disruptive trails 
and structures possible is very important. We chose to live in this area partly because of the abundance of nature, 
treed areas, wildlife, and natural waterways, and I'm passionate about the need to maintain those features.  

Parks are often located "right in the neighborhood."    

Close to home, playgrounds and maintained nature trails for our young family   
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programs and children's activities  

They are all clean and good sized.  

Commitment of the parties  

I love Drayton Plains Nature Center, Hess-Hathaway, and Bay point for the sheer uniqueness!  

Memories of playing there as a child  

There are many.   

The amount and variety of parks we have  

I love that fact that we have a good variety of parks in Waterford to fit the needs of all ages. :)  

Clean, many to choose from, reasonably priced for rental.  

That there is a variety of parks with a variety of things to do.  

They are well kept! It's clear they are taken care of by people who are passionate about what they do. They are 
clean, maintained, and safe.   

Some of these parks listed I had no idea even existed and I've lived in Waterford all my life.   

Have not been to a park on years. Not much for senior citizens that I know of.  

Lots of options!!  

That they are used by many groups.  

Playgrounds that are enclosed.  My grandson is autistic, and he elopes (runs), so enclosed areas are best for him.  

well kept  

The variety, the upkeep, the activities for certain age groups.  

Quiet areas. Still feel wild/rural. Takes advantage of our outdoor resources. Nice variety of organized and natural 
activities   

That there are so many, and such a variety of things to do there! A farm, a historical museum, a fishing pier, a nature 
center, places to do my dog walking, etc.   

Events  

Not a lot. Need some major improvements.  

They make good use of our beautiful natural resources  

I didn't even know half these parks existed in Waterford. Maybe more events or activities to introduce the parks to 
everyone?   

close to my house, easy access and safe playground for my lil one   

Nature!  

Somewhere safe to take my grandkids    

The variety  

We have a lot of parks...a few are amazing, but most are pretty rustic. All should have restrooms and wheelchair 
accessibility.   

They are beautiful   

Always a park within 5 miles of my home  
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Many to choose from  

The tree's and trails. Love bird watching and other animals. There's a lot to choose from.  

That there is no admission fee and that they all get used on a regular seasonal basis.  

There is no cost for admission   

We need a skate park and a dog park. Seems like most parks are strictly for baseball and soccer. Only 1 park is for 
children and no one can ride their bike to it because no sidewalks and it's in the far corner of Waterford, Hess 
Hathaway. We also need a downtown district  

Easy access   

The variety we have and that we have the ability to provide not only places to play but to learn as well.  We need to 
highlight and promote places like DPNC and our waterways, so people are aware all that is here and realize we have 
pretty awesome facilities in our own backyards!  

I personally don't use them.  

The abundance of parks available.  Ieasn'r award of over half of them  

Good choices.   

Locations  

I like the number of parks Waterford has, but I wonder if at least some planned events should be directed for seniors 
who occasionally like an outdoor picnic "for old times’ sake"?    

close proximity and variety  

TH E ABUNDANCE OF THEM  

Given the municipal financial roller coaster of the last decade, the parks have really done well with great leadership.  
The parks are well located throughout the community and most neighborhoods have a park in walking distance.  
Being a lifelong resident, there are parks I've still not been to which is something to be said.  The parks have 
activities for all ages, and enough can't be said about the Golden Agers keeping our seniors active in their later 
years.  The parks and lakes are the best asset to advertise for a Waterford lifestyle.  

I like that I don't have to go far to be at a park. I like that they are well maintained (free of litter, mowed, and easy to 
navigate w/o huge potholes).  

Ease of access  

Nice variety of programs offered.  

They are free.  

I really like the variety of activities offered.  You are not going to be able to please everyone, but I think you’re doing 
great, keep up the good work.  

I was unaware of how much this program had to offer.  I will now explore.  

I like the variety of programs and classes available.  It is very robust, and we value it.  

Open Spaces, easily accessed from neighborhoods  

The large number of them  

the availability  

Variety.  

I wish there was an online sheet that you could check to see if a baseball field was available. There are lots of times 
the kids want to just play for fun and we don't know what's available   

My boys love the farm at Hess Hathaway.   
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There are many available   

I do like the accessibility of them to the residents of Waterford.  
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38.What one thing would you do to improve Waterford Township's Parks? 

 

Response  

More playgrounds   

I look forward to a new Parks and recreation building. The other building needs too much work in function and in 
general looks.  

I've lived in Waterford for 20 years and have never been to or heard of some of these parks and what they offer. 
Maybe more materials available to the public to increase awareness?  

Security and attractiveness of Marion Park. Our house backs up to this park and we've watched it degrade over the 
past ten years. There are bums and ex-cons living in tents in this park.   

I wish there were more neighborhood parks. I have lived in other areas where there was an abundance of useable 
parks I noticed a much stronger sense of community. There seems to be a strong emphasis placed on team sport 
facilities, and very little general use and play structure facilities for families.  

bathrooms at parks  

Indoor plumbing at all parks.   

General maintenance of existing facilities.   

Replace the CAI with a new facility.  

Picnic facilities.  

I really enjoy the summer activities and concerts at Hess-Hathaway, I would like to see more types of these 
activities  

Adding more restrooms  

Better advertising of what they offer.  

Provide a one-page summary of the parks and their offerings (with a map to identify locations).  Many of these 
parks I didn't know existed.   

Add these lists and info if parks to the booklet. Didn't know about them all  

Make sure there is restrooms and that during baseball and other activities these restrooms are unlocked   

A new rec center!  

Awareness. People need to know what you have.   

Bathrooms instead of porta potties  
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add more trails and a splash pad   

Bigger play structures and splash parks for all parks.    

Better maintenance of the baseball fields.  

Better/more restrooms and drinking fountains  

One of them needs a water feature, like a splash zone like Indian Springs metro park has.  

More money from the percentage of tax revenue needs to be generated for our Park system. Look at adjoining 
communities such as Clarkston Rochester  

Bathrooms. Bathrooms. Parking. Parking.   

Signs   

Seems like volleyball is very popular and think you might consider offering additional times for volleyball at CAI.  

Youth sports programs   

Post/provide all game schedules for all parks so finding a field for practices is easier.   

Advertising to seniors.  Many seniors don't know about services.  

Most of the parks I have never been to.  How about an "open house" at each park during the year to show people 
what is at each park?  Maybe just an information table set up to discuss the park.  

charge admission (1.00) if you are not a resident.  

A splash pad somewhere would be awesome  

clean up, make sign boards if needed  

Updated and expanded play yards, similar to what Clarkston's Bay court has--larger structures where kids can 
explore and play stories. Water parks, splash parks, etc.   

Nothing  

Many seem dated and need maintaining  

They need to be made "desirable" to be at.  If they look nice and have fun activities to do while there, residents will 
continue to go.  Our community will hopefully become healthier and our parks will become a draw for families 
moving into the area.  

Nothing comes to mind   

Walking areas with older adults in mind, places them to rest/sit and relax.  Older adults need things to do and keep 
them moving without a much physical street.  

NOTHING  

Dog park please!  

I would like to see more outdoor community programming available at the civic center park - outdoor concerts, etc.   

make people more aware of how many and where  

I have lived here over 19 years and I didn't even know about 3/4 of these parks. 😞  

More seasonal amenities like outdoor ice rinks, splash pads or sledding hills.  Outdoor fitness/agility course  

Schedule of events and reservations online. I would love to be able to go online and see that a baseball field or 
soccer field is in use isn’t ad of driving around and looking for a place to play with my kids. I love that the fiis lads 
get use, but I've used them before and had teams show up that claim it is reserved for them to practice. A simple 
online system could make this easier.   
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Better hours at CAI Building. Open on weekends would be nice.  

Advertise and spotlight what we have. Both existing and unimproved.  

New Recreation Center  

The few parks I've driven past have always been empty. I never knew anyone used them. I moved to Waterford in 
1980 and I've always thought there were a couple of farms in the area that were open to school children. The rest 
of the stuff is just pretty scenery, not for actual used by anyone. Not that I've seen in thirty years, living and working 
in Waterford.  

Add updated Play equipment including accessible equipment and trails  

Visibility and reasons to go there  

Smoother and broader handicapped paths; more sun shelter at sports fields for folks observing activity.    

more maintenance and work on fields,, really bad taking care of fields....  

Maybe work to get more nature trails, bike trails, etc...also continue to get the community involved in service 
projects to keep the parks up...scout projects, school projects, etc...  

The old CAI building is old, windows are bad. Temperature is not consistent in summer or winter. Floor not clean 
and we are on the floor doing yoga.  

Fitness club fee is too high.  

Just keep clean and nice looking.  Also, some type of security.  Drinking fountains for both people and pets   

They are ok  

There should be flag poles with our American flag at all of the ball diamonds.  

Splash pad/water area at Hess Hathaway  

The major concern I have is the lack of connectivity between the parks. If there was a way to provide at least a 
single bike path which would link the parks together we as a community would have something to brag about. It 
would show that Waterford is concerned about quality of life for its residents and newcomers. It would provide a 
fun, new activity in the area, and opportunities for forward thinking developments and amenities. We have so much 
to offer in this area and it seems like there just isn't the support or interest to really make this a wonderful place to 
be and visit.  

All parks need to be brought up to date, we need a splash pad in the area and all public restrooms need to be up to 
date  

I'd love to donate my time and ideas to improving these parks especially Marion Park.   

I think we need a splash pad or outdoor community pool  

Every Park should have some kids outdoor equipment so the little ones can be occupied during events they may 
not want to be at.   

a splash pad for sure!!!  

I would love love love love a splashpad. Where I grew up there was a community pool in every town. The wave 
pool is expensive to frequent. A splash pad would be perfect.  

Access to Elizabeth Lake Woods. Swamp is a barrier.  

A better sign at Herrington.  Restrooms made available at Rotary.  

Make them friendlier to single people and add a safer feel for using in evening (low light), especially for women  

additional splash pads for summer play. They are easy ways for families to get outside and cool off when it is not 
possible to visit the beach.   

Upgrade ball fields.  
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improve signage and let people know they are available.  

Spray park!!  

The actual Parks & Rec building exterior and surrounding grounds are very unattractive.  

There is a lot of goose poop at the Civic center area.  The sidewalks are almost not passable because of the poop 
and the geese hanging around.  Find a humane way to get rid of the geese!  Or lessen the population by ALOT!  

keep doing what you are doing.   

Make a dog park near water.  As is I have to drive to Lake Orion to take my dogs to the lake.  My subdivision 
beach does not allow dogs on the beach.  

Hess Hathaway is such a nice park I think people should have to buy an annual sticker to get in.    

Nice landscaping at all parks  

Nicer restrooms all around.  Number 1 concern!!!   

As someone with young kids, I'd like to see more playgrounds. When we are at baseball games for my oldest my 
youngest is always bummed there isn't a playground; away games (in other cities) almost always have 
playgrounds so he's starting to dislike home games!   

better supervision by township and police  

Make it fun for all ages. Have more intergenerational activities to promote community at all age levels.   

Community Center for sure.  

Trails / walk ability   

The kids play equipment  

For baseball/ soccer fields- look at Clintonwood Park in Clarkston  

Get rid of the alcohol. Repaint buildings. Lighting for parking lots.   

Keep up the good work on capital improvements  

Waterford needs an updated/new recreation/community center especially for the winter months use.  

Upgrade the facilities.  

Have more bathrooms available.  

The security & access to actual bathrooms that are cleaner than outhouses and family friendly. I wish there were 
more outdoor basketball courts. My oldest loves basketball and would love to do that while his brother's play on the 
play ground at hess hathaway   

Shuttle buses (or some form of public transportation) to parks and events.  Better safety -- as a senior citizen, I 
don't feel safe -- maybe more visible security officers are needed.  

an interactive map as to where all these parks are maybe out of the neighborhoods and more on the main drags  

Greater advertisement of the parks.   

Have more concerts in the park. More adult programs. Have a larger craft show at the Civic center... it was cool, 
but have more vendors, maybe music, dog events/adoptions, things for kids to do. Make it fun!  

Sidewalks, hard walking paths, restrooms  

Have more events to get more people going there. And more accessible bathrooms at some.   

More awareness, better signage.   I have lived very close to several of the parks in this survey for 3 years & had no 
idea they were there.  Perhaps signage along nearby main/secondary roads.     
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More info out to residents.  I just moved here. Did not know of most of the parks mentioned.   

Make sure that the children (and adults) in Waterford are educated on the importance of protecting wildlife and 
their habitats. These creatures are so much more important than another strip mall or playground.  

Allow others, outside parks and Rec program, to offer classes and activities in the parks and Rec booklet (even if 
they have to pay a small fee). Maintain connection with the past - for example the CAI building was a community 
effort to build so there would be a place for community events and groups.  It would be nice if that sense of 
community and history was maintained.  Let people know Waterford has always been community minded. We 
need some kind of "all community organizations and churches, schools and local business event" that brings 
people together. Or even go back to the August Oakland County Fair at the CAI but with more resources for people 
displayed.   

Longer hours at Hess Hathaway park in winter  

I would like to see a dog park. The closest one is in Wixom. It would be nice to have one closer.  

Take advantage of bodies of water-kayaking and fishing   

More money should be allocated for these important places  

More security/police presence  

The recreation soccer program would be best served by being taken over by the Warriors Soccer Club, just as 
most big cities let their travel soccer clubs run the recreational soccer as well.  

High quality restrooms with drinking fountains  

It would be nice to have an outdoor ice skating rink where anyone could skate at no charge. Benches around or 
not.  How about some free Tai Chi in the Park for anyone/everyone on a weekly or twice a week basis?  No 
equipment necessary.   

Need some TLC  

Let people know what's out there! I wasn't aware of what they offer or where they were located until this survey.  

There are many parks I didn't know about in the area. Getting more information out to residents could help.   

Variety. While Hess & the Nature Center offer some variety, the remainder of the parks have very similar offerings. 
Tennis courts, basketball courts, disc golf, splash pad, and an ice rink would be some wonderful improvements to 
consider.   

Improve overall condition and appearance of parks. Make them comparable to surrounding areas. Clarkston. White 
lake, Bloomfield   

I have lived in Waterford for 9 years and have never heard of some of these parks until today. I tried finding out 
more information about the trails at Marion Park, for example, but could not locate anything other than it has 
parking and trails. Please have better information about these parks that is more accessible to the community! I 
follow the Parks & Rec dept on Facebook -- perhaps occasionally post about the parks in our community, even if 
there's not a specific event happening there?  

Advertising public access   

A splash pad for sure!!!  

Marketing - I didn't even know that most of the parks included in this survey even existed. I will have to check them 
out!  

general facilities (restrooms, drinking fountains, etc.) consistent & accessible across all parks.    Some locked (e.g. 
rotary, etc.) when not in use by teams.  

Improve awareness of facilities and programs  

There are so many activities for kids 12 and under, but not much for teens.  I would like to see areas where teens 
could get together informally and have fun.  A skateboard park would be a nice place for teens to get together 
during the summer, rather than sitting behind their computers all day.  Like a lot of teens, my son and his friends 
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are busy during the summer with scouting, summer practices, and work, but when they have free time, it's games 
on the computer with friends.  Meanwhile, my friend's 6-year-old daughter has an endless amount of activities 
available to her through the parks and recs of Waterford and surrounding communities.    

I think Waterford needs a dog park  

Bathrooms.   

Taking advantage of what we have here in Waterford, so the lakes area parks offering kayaks or paddleboards? 
The nature center doing outdoor yoga 3-season long? More places to sled or enjoy the outdoors?   

Add more children/teen programs.  

Restroom upgrades, paved areas for handicapped. Make it be like other cities that have nice facilities why don't 
are people in charge take a good hard look at this. Stop asking the residents half the time my parents cannot not 
go to my kids softball and soccer games because they need handicapped restrooms and facilities to get out on the 
field other cities have this.  

Promote trails and use of parks in the schools.   

Make people more aware of the things like the kayak launches and hiking trails.  

Bike trails! Long, wide, paved bike trails!  

Put a swing gate at the Fish Hatchery .. .please the cars are back there all night . Why are cars back there at 1,2 3 
in the morning it can’t be good.  

upkeep  

More family events, more playground equipment, a splash pad,   

The baseball fields need better upkeep. The dugouts need to provide shelter from the sun for these kids.  

Flag poles at ball diamonds.  

Splash pad  

More equipment for special needs children  

Get someone to run parks and Rec that can handle it  

Have full time. Caretakers  

Provide restrooms and widen the trails.  

Make people more aware of some of the locations. A few of them that were on the survey I didn't know about  

Additional signage   

See last page  

Restrooms always need improving  

The overall "look".  I believe we need to invest in updating our facilities and making them more user friendly and 
accessible to all.  

More bathrooms & walking paths.  

Make them handicap accessible.  

Update  

Make more inviting and noticeable when driving by  

Support of all of the community, whether or not the facilities are used by all. I don't choose to attend sports events 
any more but I certainly support and encourage that they be provided with good venues.    
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RESTROOMS, DRINKING FOUNTAINS  

It's not just a park thing, but the township NEEDS to think pedestrian to stay competitive in a millennial world and 
beyond.  Even the creation of a map, showing a Waterford Trail to each park connected through neighborhoods 
would inspire bicycling excursions and a mini exploration guide.  Do not use main roads, use the assets of the 
township through backroads to direct pedestrians around.  Every lake should be touched by it, every park should 
be touched by it.  Just a thought.  Have local businesses organized by the chamber to sponsor the map.  

More information about what is happening in parks.  

More outdoor experiences or programs. An example is Santa's Sleigh Ride through the Nature Center. Identifying 
nocturnal animals program is another idea.  

Add adult volleyball leagues, outdoor for the summer.   

More info about parks and where located. Maybe highlight 1 park a month in your newsletters and brochures. If 
you are not a sports fan or participant you do not know about many of these facilities.   

A dog park.  

I wish more baseball programs were offered for children older than 10 that do not want to play travel ball or are not 
ready.   

I would like to see one or two carnivals a year with the profits going back into improvements.  

Make sure they are all safe and more people will take advantage of what is there.  

We need more and better walking trails and not dirt ones everywhere throughout Waterford!   

My kids play baseball and I play softball.  Most of the time we are either at Shell, Rotary, Herrington, and 
sometimes Lions park.  For those fields it would be nice to have lighted parking lots as well as paved parking, 
instead of dirt.    

Accessibility to all ages and abilities   

Offer support groups etc. offer more make it and take it classes for adults. Wine and painting classes, making 
jewelry, adults scavenger hunts etc. please refer to earlier answers for more ideas.   

Handicap accessibility   

More walking paths.  

Winter hours at some parks could be expanded. Especially early/late fall when we still have some nice days.  

No comment   

Improve parking lots.  

More adult activities   

I would love for Waterford to put their focus into one park and make it something that Waterford is known for. 
Waterford has many parks to visit, but they are just "ok." If we put our focus into one, maybe two, parks and put 
paves trails, restrooms, courts, upgrades the fields, put sledding hills or an ice rink in, it would attract more 
residents and it might help to "put Waterford on the map!"  
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39.What is your zip code? 

 

Value  Percent  

48329  42.8%  

48327  27.3%  

48328  19.0%  

Other - Write In  5.8%  

48346  2.0%  

48324  1.0%  

48340  1.0%  

48382  0.8%  

48368  0.3%  

48359  0.3%  

 

Other - Write In  
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40.What is your age? 

 

Value  Percent  

18-29  2.5%  

30-39  23.5%  

40-49  22.5%  

50-59  20.3%  

60-69  20.3%  

70-79  9.4%  

80 +  1.5%  
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